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be ſenſible that their Meaſures i in the moſt 
ſerious Affair of the World, are ridicu- 
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dictious. For the Determination truly 
explain'd is, to hold an Opinion and Prac- 
tice all one's Life; and to be ſure to de- 
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flicted for holding them a little before the 
End of it. Moſt expreſsly we find it the 

Duty of Religion, not to delay our 
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the Fruits of Unri ohteoutheſs, 


Lech, Sy, that this Maj Giſh 


himſelf in the Pürpoſe or Pradtice ce of 1 


ſome Acts of Beneficence or Charity 
ferve as a Compenſation for. his Fraugs | a 


pteffions.” Neither i is this of any Kt 


to lun. except in one Caſe; which is, i 
there be no g, back indeed it * 
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often happen, to make Gatisfaction to th 
Ferſons wrong an or. tha thas alainsi W 


that wants 3 prong is 405 to — 
lars that are loſt or unknown. But then 
the Repayment muſt be full, and * Of 

fender muſt know it to be no more than 
meer Repayment. His Deeds of Charity 

or Bounty are not to be the fewer for it : 
For this is not one of that Sort. But where 
it is not impoſlible to make our Neſtitution 
directly and properly, that is, to thoſe in. 
| titled to it, no other Way can be an Equi-. 
valent. There, to be ſure, tis vain to talk 

of Charity, till Juſtice be firſt done. 

When we ought to be glad (though wick 
Shame) to do the Right of Debtors;' we 
ſhall very abſurdly pretend to the {Honour | 
of Bene factors. 80 this, Hold willi ſurely 
fail, ſince neither is the Divine Pardon to 

be ſold; nor, if it were, cond we hope to 
purchaſe it with what is none of our ownn; 
or make our Robbery, which A r t 
an ae Burnt e Offering... 
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difficult enough to contrive. But in thu 
if we ſind Neet, the Advice of à dish 
and religious Friend may be called i 
our Aſſiſtance. The Direction of ſuch 
Guide muſt indeed be reeurred to in Gul 
ſes of particular Difficulty z for it waullf 
| be endleſs, and, it may be, uſelelsg talk 


SS Say grass 


or 
them and reſolve them in this Place; A 

| Difficulty, which. Men, it 
fore, find greateſt, makes a ſpecial M dh 
againſt this Duty; the reducing them m 
and Dependents to a ſtreighter Conditional th 
and, it may be, to a poor one; WIA ar 
they are ready to call wronging tber d 
mily. But Juſtice cannot be contrary tt 
jtſelf; nor can there be any Wrong in 2: 
ing Right. If there appear in this u] . 
rible Severity, let the proper Uſe be , F 
0 it ; to deter — from enriching them t 
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cuſe no further than 
dreſeri Abiliry Man ce un be md dna 
deavour making uf me reſt by de In» 
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ber, even working deitb the Hundt, obat 

cone may have 10 rs that needeth 's £ 

And if this be à Duty for the Sake of Cha- 
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muſt conf, tilt thin ge is LW. , 
| ther in Examples bf Men living in Eaſo os 
and Plenty, wirhout any Theught of 8a — 
tisfaction to thoſe that haus ſuſfered hy 

their Frauds, , ee or Extrava- 

gance; and relying; it may be, an the 
pretended Excuſe we ſpeak. of. But the 
Frequeney of the Practice amounts to no- 

thing, but to bring a Scandal. - upon. Chri- 

g Vor, I. K | ſtianity · 
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Him to it, is obliged, only for a Wien 


Religion and Truth, to tale joyfully: the 
fpoiling of his Goods; nay, and to give hy 


| Body to be burned. And ſhall he, that bu 


2 for denn draw back and be excus 


ſed, becauſe it would disfurniſh him d 
Goods not his own? No, certainly; the 


it brought him to the moſt ne 
Condition. And now I need not ſpeak: 


the Danger of Reputation, which may, for 


the moſt Part, be avoided; and if it 


cannot; and if there be not a Probabiliy| 


of reaping Honour rather by Performance 
of this Duty: However; it is but alittle 
and light Matter, in Compariſon. of ſolid 
Profit. So if that be given up to the Rev 
ſons alledged, this will not be diſputed 
eſpecially by Men, that (we may conclude) 
are more tender of Wealth than Fame, 


II proceed therefore, to another ſupposi 


"Miſtake, They that will not be indu 
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mages they have incurred. Now it is 
true and certain, that the Grace of our 5 


Neighbour; may: ene wr b b "3 1 ” 
and Graciouſneſs of God's ar radon 8 - 
ners through Chri | 


Pardon, at leaſt not « lng: kg Fo 
Pardon, if not had W anſwering and 
diſcharging themſelves, the Debts an; Da- 


God and Saviour towards loſt Mankind, is 
a Subject of perpetual Wonder; and the 
Bounty of it to be reach'd, neither by the 
Tongue of Men nor Angels. But unleſs 


People will pervert ſo great Salvation, and 


work their DeſtruQion out of it; they 

muſt know, that it is not without Cie 
tin. And it is obvious to conceive; that 
it was unworthy of God's Majeſty and 
Righteouſneſs, that it ſhould be without 
Condition. The Terms are preſcribed by 
HIM, which the penitent will moſt thanks - 
fully ſubmit to. All Cavilling, on their 

Part, would manifeſtly be ſenſeleſs and 
ungrateful. Let us a oo therefore to 
Scripture, to find, if Reſtitution and Re- 


| paration of Injury be not one of thoſe 


raged on Which God grants his Far- 
_ + | 1 
„ The 


— — LY 


— 


. of Re ben ETD my 1 
$2 kc. This Old Law figs, La. WW 
ER Soul fin, and commut a Treſpe ſs again 
he Lor, An lie utito bis Neighbour” . 
Dat which was delivered him to Reh, 
in Fellowſhip, or in u Thing talen 
& nee or hath dei bis Neighttir 
or have found that which was bft, and ih 
Concerning it, and fweareth falſty : in 
all theſe that a Man doth, finnjng Tepe J 
then i it ſhall be, becauſe he 'hath fruned” 20 
15 guilty, that he Hall reflore that tohich 
he took violently away, or the Thing 1 100 
be hath deceitfidlly gotten, or that whit 
\was delivered him to keep. or the bf Thin 
 obich he found, or all that about, which & 
"Bath fevorn fallly ; be ſhall even "reftare | it 
in the Principal, and ſhall add the f 
. Part more there to, and give © "unta Bim 
hom it nit, in 5. Day 9 
Treſpaſs Hering. Then kelowe "te 'v 
ferings, ver. 6. and the ſeventh conclads | 
and it ſhall be forgiven. And the 
Condition of Forgiveneſs | you may. 
required | in the. vth of Numbers. 5 
"muſt deſire you to obſerve, that I do 10 
eite the Laws of reſtoring double, and. . 
and Joue-fala, which took Place upon F 
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but only the Rule of what was preſcr 82 Ve. 
as neceſſary for quigting the: N 
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Wicked,” Thoy # ſoak ſurely. die 5 if de} urn 
from 2 Sin, and 4% that + which 75 lawful | 
and right ; if $4 if the Vic refore the Pledge, 
give again that be had robbed, walk 2 
the Statutes of Life a hs committing 
| iniquity z. he | ſhall fireh live, he ſhall not | 
| Now f bis Sins that be hath commit- 
i Jul be * ante him, be bath 
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our nd r che Law nl the Pro- 


Aim in this Point, by his full' Acceptate 
of Zaccheus's Declaration, Luke Mix, 8. 9 
And Zaccheus flood and faid unto the Lord 
Bebold, Lord, the balf of my Goods Fg 
to che Poor : 40 FI have taken any t 


from any Man by falſe Accuſation, Trl 


ore him four fold. And Jeſus ſaid unt 


him, This Day is Salvation come 1% thu | 
| Houſe, for fo much as be alſo is the Son 


Abraham. It is true, this good Pyblican 
carries his Reſtitution, as well as his Chi- 


rity, to a noble Pitch; and out of Zeal 


and Humility chndemns himſelf, though : 
voluntary Confeſſor and Reſtorer, to ite 
fame Penalty that the Law did a proſecu- 


ted and convicted Criminal. Yet the u. 


gument is but ſo much the ſtronger for our 
Lord's approving of Reſtitution in general 
Angle Reſtitution at leaſt) as an Ingredient 


to Repentance, required in them that 


mean to obtain Salvation, and the ſpiritual 
Privilege of Abraham's Sons. But whit 


Need is there to labour this Nn 
| Fos 


it can be pes that Men are g gent 


add another Co 


willing to be refuſed Juſtice : 
-repairing Injuries 1 40 Eads of : 
our Love. bel 15 wp N C2483; EAN 80 
The Coneluſon * eb de 41the @ n= 
dition of Pardon limited by Body ende 


| any body to except againft it, with es 


in Eee "Uh the'Place d zoted, | 


conteary:s to com mon: 2 tn 


Piety, Indeed, beſides the Evidence naw 
given from C ip ture that ſo it is, we may 
nſideration that it could nat 


be otherwiſe. For if a Man were pardon- 
ed for Wrongs done, without the Repara» 
tion in his Power; this would be rather a 
Licence to perfiſt in Iniquity, than a Par- 
don. And how contrary is that, not oni 
to the Deſign and whole Tenour of the 
2 but even to the Rectitude of 
+ vine Nature Itſelf, $5] For either 
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a tently continue: in * + N | 


ao As. unleſs. hay, C0 
ant] corrupta.dinetly, int of wh ung, 
| the 3 . oth TEL q ©: alli 
be Kid « on this Head, For what. Lm 


forgive thoſe that have of will, 
appear to be ill db t bre. 
are bound, no doubt, ta forgive out df 
fending Brother; but the Law that bit 
us, adds, If he turn again 1 te, repe 


_ perſiſt in his-Injury; the Divine Laws: 
lige us no more than the Human, to--ging 


Temper, It is true, ſome 


do happen, wherein the Meckneſs « T 
good Man muſt determine him to acquit 
a juſt Demand for the Sake of Peace and 


the Honour of Religion: But they ag 
e ee Theretion, Tomate ind 
c E 


tioned, of hoping that Nuen ure baun u 


. if he turn not, gor repent, dl 


up our juſt Satisfaction, and make a; GI 
of our Right to his injurious and oberes 
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"Now to make the n mprovement 
of what has been faid, = mention 


offend, and which fa 
As of Repaigl t 
direct Reſtitution 3, and affect us in tl 
Concern of Repentance by, moſt of 
fame Rules and Reaſons that t have 
given to juſtify THAT. I 

would name 4 0 is, that 


. 


gerous, ande with. the 
the Nature of 1 they 70 af biel a 
on us no leſs indiſpenſabl yr 

The firſt of theſe OM." Gall be, 7 „ 
Repairing, to our Power, all W rongs done _ 
to the Reputation of our "Neighbour, - ['he | 
great Comrmonneſs of. the Fault. at this © 
Day, when Oppoſites” are treated as; H 
they had loſt all Right to Truth, is my 
only Reaſon for naming this Caſe. as not 
Fnough AS a For in itſelf it 4-4 
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uſt be exerted no 177] in Und is 
Ine than tl e other Wrong. If . ne . 
e e Mill Ny 5 
other we are fo venture dur pütg⸗ " 


ion to . AS Dan 


1 5 ve of 1 r the 
bein or "rn I of c Eg Such 
are very various, and placed . from 

: each other... But 3 is £5 AY of 2 
Parent, or Maſter and Miſtr of ; * $ 

hy: which is found every where, 1 

ore it may be of Uſe to 1 that y 
Hover has 'n negleGted the to 
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nprovement, | Manners, a 


- $5 ©# 


ent upon, im, i tied d to 


Guardian, that Has Gefraudtd "his Pup 1 


. IF © p £ — 4 * K l - 
Py 4 1% Pry OS By "9% 1 25 C ic 4: * ; * 8 LIES * * 2 0 0 Nav nl fy + £220 pa Ea. 
2 2 be Mm * 2 1 g 5 vi H 2 
4 | p _ 2 
* 3 A 
7 ** £ 4 
* ACS 89 * 


of a . Fee Kita, and thetefots i 
not be diſcharged 'bebots Her hs 

Judge, unleſs he tr in his Thott phit, ung 
8 to atiafy for it; no be hah 


and will not reſtore. his. leſs valus 
Ri = | ws 

755% It muſt not TR forgot, "that 
Men are to repair, | as far as belt 
the Injuries they may have done by giv ing 
Scandal. This likewiſe is a Wrong to the 
Souls of our Brethren. By it hes y are 


robb'd of their Chriſtian "Pettit, of 
their Modeſty, or of their Innocence. And 


do not theſe call for Satisfaction ed qually 
at leaſt With our temporal Goods? n 5 


miny Times : : But Men muſt de — "to | 
what is in ' their Skill 56 Power, Your 
Advantage in Wit, © | Ag, & or Wellth, 
or Quality, has been emplo oy'd to "the 
DeftruRtion, A0 of the Edification, "of 
your Neighbour. Tf then you kepent - 
deed, Shall not all theſe be 955 ged on the 
* Side, that have ſerv * | 


* e 1 4 Mm 5 bete 1 2 an 
yert! n? Or if they be not; can | 
one, or the Perſon himſelf, dlink. that 
be can be received as truly turm d to God, 
and come over to the Cauſe Kn 
Religion. . 
The loft Article I "RL, now. to oth? 1 
of Charity to the Poor neglected by the 
Penitent. And concerning that, he ought 
to conſider his Deficiencies (I muſt affirm 
it) in no lower a Rank than of Debts to 
be paid. It will not be enough, that, for 
| the Remainder of his Life, he have 4 
due Regard to Objects of Charity, in Pro- 
portion to. other good Chriſtians of like 
Ability. He 121 alſo look backwards! 
and ſee to make Amends by the Abun-| 
dance of theſe good Fruits now, for the 
| Years of Barrenneſs that are paſt. If 
Man's Steward convert to his own U 
what ſhould have made the Payments ap- 
pointed by his Lord, it is coafelvd he 
muſt anſwer it to thoſe he has ſo de. 
frauded. And where is the Difference? 
Me not all, that have ou the 
State 
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bony to My the. 7 Truſt 2 

other Things) of providing, for the. Neceſ- 
fties of the Poor? Surely e 
— 1 N rom. 


ever hoes Fa the 1 | 
Lad and Faith | a 
oc all, at his grea L 
E Now. I have; ens 7 og; 2 
had to offer at preſent, to 1 to EY 
ders Works or Fruits of _Repentance, 
{8 which a Man will find abſo utely nec 
Y fary, if he diſcern. he. has fail'd in tf 2 
Fl n 2 So INN .paſt ;. al ay. 
+ BY prebended under the RO Head * 
| EXE ORCS 
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* Repentance, F vo 9 in that. 
View. Thele will appear. beſt, upon upon firſt 
4 expoſing the common Error. „ Pie N * 
? LA 2 tile of. h waged and. oY 
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_ Confequence, "after repeating theft Ab 


betray him after a Time to ſhameful R 
lapſes. Nevertheleſs, his Fear and Cots 
viction and Sorrow are renewed : He que 
tions (though without Cauſe) his forme 
— Vincerity, and labours to reſolve - yet tho 
| ftronyly, and vow more ferventiy Bi 
again the Succeſs proves as before,” "Al 


tempts divers Times, is too comme 
this fatal one, even a Deſpair of keepin 
'Godis Commandments, as a Thing in 
podle to All his Endeavours, and *thel 
the abandloing hirmſelf to an of hi 
$ | own Heart without Remorle, | a 

The Miſtake and Fault of this one Th 
bes! in this; that we do not fo cara 
confider of Ae of our t. 1 
Kür; elle we fhould not %o mach r 


look the Means 404 1 and To ws TY "YN 
pend upon the End. The Reſolution” Wwe Yo . 
ſpeak of is good and neceſſary; but if a 
Man reſolves to go a long Journey, and ſets 
forth without taking anyOrder for the need- 
ful atone. he will ſoon reſolve to come 
back again. The Obſer vation therefore is, © 
that whoſoever iwcald repent to Purpoſe, N75 
and ſo do the conſequent Works, is obli- 
ged to make a particular Study of the Me- 
thod and the Afliſtances, by which, in 
Probability, he may be ſupported | and 
guided in his new Courſe. The Bodies of 
Animals cannot grow without Nouriſh- 
ment, nor the Fruits of the Earth ordina- 
ily without cultivating ; nor the Fruits of: 
Repentance without Diſcipline. The 
Manners of Children are formed by the 
careful and conſtant Hand of their Parents 
or Maſters ; and Men, whoſe habitual 
Diſorders make it neceſſary theirs ſhould 
be formed anew, muſt be Maſters to 
themſelves ; and their Hours of Care and 
Thoughtfulneſs f ſhould preſcribe the gene- 
ral Employment to all the reſt. - It is true, 
the Means and Helps to a holy Life are 
preſcribed in the Scripture; then, ſons 
Vor. I. DT | . of 


e are not 3 ban FRY 
„ Circumſtances; and the Meaſure and Fre. 
FE quency of ſome others may be adapted 


variouſly -to Variety of. Circumſtances; 


and ſome again are ſo general, that they 
require every Man's Thought and Dire | 


tion to apply them uſefully. to his : own! 


Caſe. Tis apparent therefore, that a right 
Conduct in this Affair is naturally the 


Fruit of ſerious and repeated Deliberations, | 
and faithful Searches into the Conſtitutions 
and Habits of .our Mind, and all Things 


indeed within and round about us. There 


upon our Reaſon will form Reſolutions a 


ſtrong for the neceſſary Means, as for the 


End itſelf. Without the wiſe Choice 
and conſtant Uſe of which Means, it is # 
weak to hope. for the Reformation of vi 
cious Habits by the Force of a general Re- 
ſolution, as it would be to cure a chronica 


Diſtemper that had corrupted the Maſs of 
our Blood by one ſingle Doſe of Phyſick. 


The endleſs Variety of Mens Circum- 


: . makes it neceſſary to forbear parti 


cular Rules. Every one muſt ſtudy and 


determine for himſelf, with Diligence and 


Impartiality, with regard to his Averlions 
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3s he has Reaſon to think beſt quali- 
fied to adviſe him; which laſt (by the way) 


ſhould be well confidered |; ſince. it is evi- 
dent, there are Caſes hag Perſons, not a 


few, where it is no leſs neceſſary to procure 


others to think for them, than generally 


it is for all Men to think for themſelves. - 


J have no more now. to add, but the 


naming to you the principal of theſe Helps 
and Inſtruments to conduct and ſupport 


Men in a holy Life: The fr is, Medi- 
tation, or Reading, and Hear! ug of our 


Duties, and the Motives to them. The 
ſecond, Prayer, and other Acts of Devo- 
tion. The third, Acts of Mortification 
and Self-denial : And the 14, (which yet 
is a Branch of the former) the Withdraw- 


ing from all the en and Incentives of = 


our Evil-doing. 


God grant that we 1 ** dibern idle; | 


and uſe faithfully the Means neceſſary for 
every one of us in particular; and bleſs 


them to the Production of Fruits meet for 
Repentance, that ſo we may flee, by that 


only Way, and be delivered from the 


Reco to come, through Jeſus Chriſt. 
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St. Luxz xi. 9. 1 


And I ſay unto you, pf | ad it 
ſhall be given you; ee, and je 
ball find; knock, and it Ae % 


ons: unto you. 


75 HE Beginning of te 
c0Chbapter, you will find 
our Lord, at the Requel 
of one of his Diſciples 
"> 5 teaches them a Form « 
Prayer for their Uſe, the 


To THAT, for their Encouragement in the 
Duty, he ſubjoins the following Parable, 


ll have 8 Priend, | an} el g „e Sunn. -3Þ 
at Midnight, and 7 10 on 1 Friend, . VI. 
nd me three Loave. jen 
m his Journey is come to ne, and I have 
nothing to ſet before him : And be from 
within ſhall anſwer . and ſay, Trouble me 
not; the Door is now ſhut, and my Children 
are with me in Bed: I cannot riſe and give 
thee, 1 Jay unto you, though be will not 
riſe and give him, becauſe he is his Friend ; 
yet becauſe. of bis Importunity, he will riſe 
| and give him as many as he needeth. Then 
follow the Words of my Text, as the In- 
ſtruction of the Parable ; And I ſay unt 
| you, as, and it Hall be given you ; ſeek, 
and ye ſhall and; knock, and it Mell be 
opened unto vou. \ 855 
Doubtleſs a Man, conliiring the Ma- 
jeſty, Holineſs, and Goodneſs of Almighty 
God, will be ſurprized at firſt with the 
Matter and Application of this ' Parable; 
and that of the unjuſt Judge, in the xviiith 
Chapter, which feared not God, neither re- 
garded Man. But when he ſhall likewiſe 
have conſidered the Perfection and Wiſ- 
dom of 'the Teacher, lite whom never 
Man ſpake, he will only admire the gra- 
8 3 cious 


25 130 CO 07 4 0 ſhe 
SER NM. cious Fan which would. 6 om | - | 
VI. down to ſuch Compariſons, that 
. body might, in the plaineſt and ſtronge 
Manner, be aſſur'd of the Neceſſity and 
Efficacy of R before the Thongs of : 
God. 
| Wea is che Wan of my Text, in 

| troduc'd as you have ſeen ; that to receive | 
fromthe Divine Bounty thoſe good Thing 
we ſtand in Need of; the Application by 

Prayer, and even frequent and earneſt 
Prayer is required. That accordingly, al- 
though a Man be poſſeſs'd of the other | 
Qualifications | w ich would render him | 
accepted with God, yet ſhall they not pre. 
vail, (no more than the Juſtice of the Wi- 
dow's Cauſe in one Parable, or the Friend- 
ſhip of the Borrower in the other) till the 
Force of his Prayers be ſuperadded ; and 

on the contrary, where that Courſe is ta- 
ken, the Reſult ſhall be as expreſs'd in the 
Verſe next after my Text; Every one that | 

_ asketh, receiveth ; and he that ſeeketh, find- 
eth; and zo him that 1 it Nas be. 

ö opened. | 
Nov hat we may gain [hi more. di 

ſtint Senſe of the Divine Wiſdom, in a 

: 6 ___  » teaching 
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ahi us this in a Tee 1 1 hive: all ene 
ready — ſo extraordinarily fami- * = 9 


lar and ſtrong, tis requiſite we ſearch for © 


the ſpecial Reafon in the Nature of the —. 
Doctrine. Tuar, upon full Conſid era? 
tion, we ſhall find not altogether evident 


to our Reaſon by natural Light: And 


although knowing Men had very ſuffi- 

cient Cauſe, from the general Practice ß 
Mankind, to conclude it flowed from the ._ 
Revelation of God to the ancient Patriz n: 
archs, directing or approving their Con- 


duct herein; yet is the Uſe of an expreſs 


Declaration af the Will of God upon this 


Subject ſtill ſignally great: Becauſe ſince 6 
his Pleaſure could not before with abſolute e A 
Certainty be collected from the Reaſon = 
Things, Men of different Sorts were not 1 f 


wanting, who ſet at nought the Tradition ; 


of their Anceſtors, and perſuaded People, \ 
ſome, to the total Di fuſe of Prayer, others, 


to a groſs Corruption in the Uſe. The 1 


Corruption lay in changing the immediate 
Object of our Vows, carrying Men off 
from the Supreme, Him that indeed hear- 


erb the-Prayer, to Mediators or Deputies, 
invented den ſubordinately for the 


'L BSE ER Purpoſe, 


3 SprM, Purpae, 'T ks Nature itſel Ms 
z * argued, was too pure, too exalted for, th 
Approach of Mortals ;; and under that! 
Colour of the. profoundeſt Veneration, e evil 
off all direct Commerce between Man d 
his Creator and Governor. Where this 
obtain d thus totally, the Worſhip and 
Truſt of People became entirely id 
latrous, and a ſpreading Flagitiouſneh 
of Manners wanted not the Protection i 
corrupted Principles; and the Nations! 
that received it in Part only, yet wwor/hujs 
ed the Creature more than the Creator, and 
abandoned themſelves, in Proportion, 
other Immorality and Abominations. 
This was the Error of the Abuſe, in- 

deed is ftill in many Parts of the Wald 
The other J mentioned is of the Diſuſe d 
Prayer; into which Error, though no 
apt (as the former) to grow national, by 
Reaſon of a ſtrong Diſpoſition in molt 
Men to the contrary, yet Particulars, an 
in Danger to be miſlead. The Patrons:of 
it, both of old and in our Days, have-not 
been ſparing of their vain Wit in ridieus 
| ling the Devotion of Mankind; and, which 
only is worth our Notice, pretend like wiſe to 
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{it it alide by Force of accurate Reak bning. SERM. | 
For, fay they, ſince all our 'Neceflities, . 5 
and every Circumſtance that is good or © 
evil to us, are known to God, and even 
better than to ' ourſelves z and fince the 
Qualifications too of each Perſon that may 1 
render him acceptable, always appear in 
his Sight ; and his immenſe Goodneſs . ; 
beſides is of itſelf perpetually ready to give 
and order what is beſt and fitteſt; to what : 
End can Frayers ſerve ? Not to inform 
him, who is omniſcient; nor to prevail 
on him, whoſe Bounty needs no Sollicita = | 
tion, and whoſe Wiſdom is. Fo of — 
being mov d byn; e 
This is the Subſtance of their Argu- 7 
ment; and the Anſwer to it is now ſhort | | | 
and plain, That God himſelf has appoin 
ed the Method which they decry : In him 
alone it evidently reſts to ſettle, as he 
pleaſes, the Ways and Conditions of his 
Creatures receiving good Things at his 
Hands. And the Condition of Prayer he 
has ſettled, and in the Doctrine of my 
Text declared to us. And' if ſuch Objec- 
tors inſiſt againſt it, as weak and impro- 
per, we 9 ſatisfy — if not them, 
, that 
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1 f SRI. that the Fooliſaneſs of God. 1 tha 
| VI. Men, and the Weakneſs of God} LE 5 ger 
* than Men. SPIE REY 
From what has been . navy appin 
| the Goodneſs and the Wiſdom of the Di. 
vine Teaching, to ſet this Truth of om 
Duty in ſo ſtrong a Light; that it might 
ſtand abſolutely guarded againſt thoſe pet. 
nicious Miſconſtructions and Perverſiom N 
which would otherwiſe carry a - Strength 
ſufficient to miſlead great Numbers. Fot 
if we conſider but a little of the eyer: 
dependent and hazardous State of Mort. 
lity ; of our Wants and Diſtreſſes, ou 
Weakneſs and Blindneſs, ſpiritual and tem. 
poral; what is there that we can be more 
dangerouſly, more fatally ignorant of, than 
the true Courſe of obtaining and prefer, 
ving the Divine Favour, Pardon, Gy 
and Protection. 
But there is no Need we hold reſt thi 
Matter here: It is indeed ſufficient for 
rejecting all Oppoſition of Arguments, and 
determining our Practice, to know that 
ſuch is the Will of God. Yet our. Satis- 
faction will be improved, and our Grati- 
tude excited, if we ſee (as there is large 
5 Room 
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Room to  ſhew it) that this Way of Prayer Sz 


5s not only inſtituted of God, but. moſt ' 


wortby of his Inſtitution, and moſt excel- gg 
lently and powerfully adapted in its N ature 


to promote our Intereſt, and procure with 


Effect what his Goodneſs would confer. 
Tar Goodneſs magnifies itſelf, not only 
in beſtowing good Things, but; in making 


the Receivers themſelves 


utmoſt Meaſure; ; Which is ſurely the no- 


bleſt Beneficence. In order to that, it 


confines, of Neceſſity, for the preſent, its 


own Overflowings, ſo as to make a Di- 
ſtinction between the Good and the Evil, 
and require certain Qualities in all that would 


ſurely partake of it. Now if it be found, 


that the Obligation and Exerciſe of 8 


do above all Things operate towards the 
formin g thoſe ' requiſite Qualities ; the 


Proof is made, that ſuch Appointment is 
both wiſe and gracious z ; indeed to Admi- 
Zondition in itſelf = 
apparently eaſy, and yet effectual to ac- 
compliſh with itſelf all the other moſt dif- 


ration ſo, requiring a { 


ficult Conditions. The Buſineſs then be- 
fore us is, to enquire what are theſe Con- 


ditions - qualifying | Men to become the 
Subjects b 


155. 
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* 


"of 5 „ 


ous M. Steck of Divine Bounty; 3. "Ke to 8 
VI. ſerve how the Uſe of Devotion ſoffers 1 
* not to be unfurniſhed with them. 


If we take along with us that Dhin 


3 Purpoſe, of making Men the better by 
the Diſpenſation of his Gifts, it will le 


us to thoſe Qualities, and ſhew they mul 


be, the 


wledge or Belief of God, and 


the Endeavour: of obeying his Will; and} 


by Conſequence, where Men have fail 


of that Endeavour and Obedience, 4 fe. 
rious Return to them. Without theſe, it 


is plain, no ſolid Foundation can be lai 
of any Morality, Virtue, Goodneks, « 


Praiſe. Theſe, therefere, we may be * 
(conſequently to that excellent Purpoſe, 


God will require to capacitate Men for 
his Favour. True it is, however, tha 
he does give many Things to many not ſo 


capacitated, But my Meaning is only, 


that ſuch have no Title to any of his Gifts 


and are utterly excluded from the mol 
perfect and important of them. We hay 
therefore to conſider of, as propos'd, thek 


three Things, Faith, Repentance, and Ole 


tie ence ; and remark how they a are proms: 


e 
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ed and inforced by the Obligation and SE R 4. 
practice of Prayer to God. "VE jr” 

Concerning the firſt; the Neceſſty of „ 
Faith to find any Favour with God, an 
the Evidence of the Neceſſity is ſuch, that : 

the Apo tle makes the Record of Enoch s 

having pleaſed Godi a certain Proof of his 

Faith, and of obtaining, by: Faith, what 

he obtained at his Hands,; even. his T. ranſ- 3 

lation, the glorious Mark of Divine Ac- 

ceptance almoſt peculiar to himſelf. And 

that it 75, (as he argues) impoſſible without 

Faith to pleaſe God, appears from the Na- 

ture of all Actions, whence they are ac- 

counted and named good or evil, either in 

general, or with Regard to particular Per- 

ſons. The Intent of the Heart, and not 

the Thing done, or its Conſequence, gives 

the Diverſity, I may receive the greateſt 

Benefit from an Action, and yet owe No- 

thing to the Doer ; and ſo. I may the 

xreateſt Detriment, without any Diſobli- 
zation from him; and, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
no Deed in itſelf is better or worſe than a 
mechanick Motion: But the Mind and 
Purpoſe of the Agent gives it Life and 
Quality. So for Goodneſs of any human 
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Sxx l. Addon i in general, without a cull ati 
VI. and View, immediate or habitual, of on 
Duty to God, it can have no Subſiſteng 
in Nature. And if we ſhould ſuppoſe 4 
Man to obſerve in his Life the Matter 9 
the Divine Law, but not from any Regur 
to the Lawgiver ; his Doings will be onh 
accidental and indifferent, utterly void 0 

all Value or Probity. But then to belies 
in God is evidently the firſt and neceſlay 
Step to be made, Nothing can be done 
or forhorn for his Sake whom we know 
not. Men have indeed talked of a Mon. 
lity independent of Faith; but it is a va 
Pretence, and muſt fall tow pieces, wanting 
both the Foundation of Duty, and the 
Ties of Reward and Puniſhment. 
Now ſee, how this main Principle ds 
all Virtue, our Faith in God is preſerved 
and kept freſh in our Minds, by the Ob. 
ligation of perpefual Acceſs to his Majeſty. 
"Tis apparent, as ſoon as mentioned, that the 
Impreſſion of our great Lord and Goyet- 
nor muſt be daily renewed and inculcated 
by the ſolemn Offering of our Petitions in 
his Preſence, And as our particular Wants 
are numerous, our Dan gers known or un- 


known, 


ON known, infinite, 1 our Je bende ene. Sx *. 
eer ceaſing for a Moment; the daily 


hourly Application. to his Goodneſs: nlp 
protection, fills. our Hearts with the con- 
inual and lively Idea of the Divine Being, . 
the Creator and Preſerver of Men 
Neither is this Idea imperfect or con- 
fuſed, repreſenting in general a vaſt Supe- 
Wriority ; but exhibits diſtinctly and ſtrongly 
the glorious Perfections by which the Di- 

ine Majeſty muſt be apprehended. To 
nſtance : When we by Voice or T hought- 
differently ſend forth our Deſires to God, 
int all Seaſons, and from every Place, and 
pon every Emergence, and future View 
ie Wikewiſe ; and know that the fame is prac- 
ing (as enjoin'd) by the infinite Multi- 
Aide of his Worſhippers in the Nations 

e hroughout the Univerſe: This fixes in 

„ Minds a right Notion of his Knowledge 

„ almited, and Compreben/ion undiſtur- 
ed, and Preſence filling Heaven and 

„ artb. Then, that which reſults from 

d heſe, the Wiſdom of God; how is it 

in Wvidenced to us, while we: ka ourſelves: 
Part of thoſe endleſs Numbers, who are 

. al —— and referring their va- 


Th rious 


dordir Jy his all-wiſe Controll u | 
- Order r of human Events; and pon 
over. for the Confuſion and Darkneſ 
their own Minds and Underſtanding, im 
. ploring * fore Gaidance' and: Ilan 
tion! | 
e now —- a Ueda; ao} mk E. 
theſe Things are true and certain; if they! 
are neceſſary for the Religion and the Ho- 
neſty of Mankind to be underſtodd % 
every Soul; What Courſe could be tit 
equal to this of Prayer, for the Teaching | 
and: the Keeping them up in full Farce! 
and Brightneſs over the whole World?! 
Could any Diſputation or Reaſoning, any! 
Proof or Demonſtration, ſo convey and 
infuſe the Senſe of them into Hearts the 
moſt ignorant and brutiſh, or perpetuall 
revive it with the moſt Forgetful, of fh 
practically apply its Force upon i 
Thoughileſs and Unattentive? And who 
is there, how wiſe and abſtracted ſoeyer, 
but muſt confeſs his Want of "Thought 
and Attention in Spiritual Matters, and, i 
Pride hinder not, acknowledge himſelf 
Debtor to theſe Quicke ning? 
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neſs. extend throughout the 26 human R 
They find themſelves, un; le continually 


to 17 or hold the Good, they defire, 
fla 2 0 Be 17 


1 


joyments, al the, Miſeries and 1 Fg | 
me Hopes and Fears of the Inhabitants 

1 of the Earth, are aſſembled together to be 55 
Wl averted every Day, or to be obtain d; 0 | "ui 
whom can we. conceiye they are preſent- ” 
ed, but to Omni ofence ? See what a Preſer 

eW - vative of true Religion God has. herein 
provided us with. (but M en labour to 
corrupt it,) fince from revering the Great= 
neſs and Power, we proceed with full Cer- 4 

WM tainty to Rs. alſo the Unity . of 5 

1 the Godhead. 85 

* if we look. to the Benign of 

Vor. I. M our 
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en Tie he may be 1 is fa 
ced of the Knowledge of the Sup! ior” 
*Hores, that he may underſtand his G 
0 then of his Wiſdom, that he why 
take the right Meaſures for his true Al. 
"vantage ; thirdly, of his Power, leſt le 
ſhould not be able to execute the Meth 
he has judged proper for the Caſe uni 
' ſtood by him: But ſtill, laſtly, he mu 
believe his Liberality, or elſe he ſees te 
ſhould go in vain to the Knowing, tt 
*Wiſe, and the Powerful. The Reuel 
hence accruing to Religion, the Spiritiu 
Improvement to the World, is ſeen in c 
Word; fince, as the former Sentiment 
of the Divine Nature fill us with Fear 4 
Wonder, this laſt of its Beneficence ence bring 
us nearer, and ae to 6ur Ads 
tion. | 
There are yi e to hot 
8 Ranced, the Jußtice and the Mercy' of 0 


—— agony ey Fe I ey try 


. 
— 


ey be, wich Violence and Weangarae SY 
apt to ſhock thoſe that enter not int -e 
Depths of Providence ; for as much: a8 
they ſee all Power th be of the Gift of 
God, or at leaſt the Permiſſion. But the 
Belief of e ee ami, ; 
al injured. Sufferers to "his 4 Audience, a : 
Tribunal. The Appeal we are — 
make thither, ſuſpends the Force of the 
Objection; and the Cries, to Heaven, of the 
Oppreſſed maintain the Hope and Faith 
of Diving: Logs in anden. a. — | 

theit Oppreſiors with the Ap prehenſion 
its Approach. Laſtly 3 . 
dition and Behaviour of Men in their pre- 
ſent wretched State, is ſuch, that all muſt | 
be conſcious of | their Unworthineſs and 
Guilt; and rarely one can be ſo brutiſh 
u to beg any Thing of God, without alſo 
begging his Forgiveneſs 3 the Senſe of | 
Heavenly Mercy, and the Acknowledg- 
ment of our Souls to it, is every Day re- 
kindled, While we comply with the Duty 
M 2 3 


eſcrided us, of e cal 
*  $afois-"the Throne bf Grace. And e 
—cerasen upon this" Article, 2 
55 Dare God, is okt to Religion 8 


tin * SIT 0 | 1 45 6TH 2 1 IJ 5 | 
4 But With eg 0 to our Chiilianins! 
veſation, the ſame Duty has a ſpecial and 
excellent Uſe, ſerving to admoniſh ud C 
"the glorious Myſteries of that Mere) . f. 
"vealed and offered to us in the bleſſtcd Gl. 
crifiee and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſty for 
48 much as no Petition pretends t Ad. 
mittance, but as it is ſtamped and pio 
ectec d with Hive; and Mo "and 
WT far we have been ing 
2 MN of Prayer to promote | * ft 
ih Faith in God, and have thereby . 
dicated the Inſtitution itſelf, and put upon 
it the high Value that ariſes from sf. 
paſſing an End of that vaſt Important 
and indiſpenſable Neceſſity. Nom une ir 
to ſpeak of Repenrance and Obedience s 
promoted by the ſame Means. 
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The Man that knows his Guilt: in iht 


and is 80 to 8 ore him ie pre. 
ſent his Supplications, W. hat can heine? 

Ap Ek Wh | remoyed,. 3 0 
| red ?, Hig. 9175 e 1 5 


ert red far Þ 5, and ſued for, Re- 
apa Bur : hoy can he ga THAT) 


* a hay" 
£4 3&3 8 5 
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his Offence. vad been ag 

cor en Earth, we Fett wach e. 
known, or the, Doer, or the Intent with 
+ fo he might hay 


which it Was done; 3A 


11 approach d him boldly, and, While an . 
0 Theta have hoped. to gain, 88 1 ap, 
ce Favours: of a Friend. But here, e 
have red) ſeen, he is convinced, th 

1 . the Thing and the Perſon, and bis kleag, 5 
ui ere all een and undiſguiſeable to the . | 
"W £4 Knowledge of him with who! | 
% bath to do. In the. former Caſe, hoy nah 
huis Guilt were apparent, yet a yore . 
% row and falſe Promiſes of another, i 


duct & might. pr or ee 
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thewn, but be a Sek 
offer Hitmſelf ag the 'ObjeQ's 
"your, b. being conſtidus he K 4 
for that of bis Vengeance ? E 
l efore to the Duty of Prayer 
Senſe of his Necefit es, or 
Order and Exampl 0 anch . 
eible Admonition te fepent of his Wikked: 
"neſs, and form . 0 
of teforinkiy his Life. nd die Ag 
nitions carry with — 55 a Terror, 
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Goodneſs: | The ſeveral Proofs. of theſe | 
Points, from Reaſon and Revelation, be- 
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Cod hath taught us, by the I. 
of Nature, and of his Word, that he is our 
ommon Father, the Creator, Pre 
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and Redeemer of all Men. And there- 


fore, altho' we had not, as we have, an 
preſs Command, not to curſe, 'even'our , 
Enemies; yet it muſt appear injurious to 
d's Fatherly Goodneſs, to een ol bim 
our Own Satisfaction at oy 
_ of his Children, ' 
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though, by the ordinary Courle-of Þ 
_ dence; we have little Ground 0 en 
and therefore do not always expreſs. dew 
though all this be clear and abſolutely o 
vincing in its own Nature, yet it is nol 
evident, that a great Proportion of 
N mind, (indeed, at ſome Time or other, 
moſt every one,) through Levitys 0 
love, and various Paſſions, ſuffer it my ſh 
or be driven out of their Minds. Andi the 
ait is, the Throne of Juſtice and Maj 
diſhonqut d with fooliſh and uncharitab 
Fetitiohs, the religious Action profan n 
:our Pra ayers turned into Sin. mee 
Words e ſecure a Man; for the #2 
ſame which are innocent and accept 
from one, may be criminal and irre | 
another, that ſhuts out of his Heart 
<Submiſſon Fo: the Divine Will, and the 1 
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we. may draw. Fe the. Name 
Lord, which, by his Appointment, is add- = 
ed to all our Chriſtian , Devotions. As to 
the former. Part, which immediately « 
cerns our 0107 Intereſts, . little need be 
ad. The Point is a perfęct Reſi ignation 
of our Deſires to the Win of God. And 
fince the Benevolence of his Will, even 
the Love of God to the World, has ap- . 
pear d infinitely. beyond all other Decla- 
rations of it, in the Perſon of Chriſt ; the 1 55 
Mention of his N ame, and the Hope of 
being heard-for its Sake, admoniſh us moſt 
powerfully to give up all our Intereſts to 
the Diſpoſal of that Love. It moderates 
all Inclinations, and cuts off all perem 
tory Choices of our own; that we. may 
not loſe the Benefit of his all-wif chuſing 
for us, whoſe Goodneſs. we. can never for- 


get, as we acknowledge we can never 
comprehend, while We. name the N ame | 
of Jeſus . 
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Name will be found alfa to ſuggeſt th 
moſt lively and effectual Arguments ti in. 
force it, and quicken 1 the Senſe of it up 
our Minds. Our Lord hath redeemed w 
all from the deepeſt Miſery, by a Traut 
action of wonderful Mercy and Conde. 
ſcenſion; he hath given us by his "reps 
nerating Spirit the glorious Adoption d 
Sons of God, and conſequently the bleſkd 
Hope of an eternal Inheritance in Has 
ven. From hence reſults a Union of th 
_ deareſt Brotherhood, more than fufficient 
to root out of our Hearts all Malice and 
Selfiſhneſs, and to implant and cult 
the moſt enlarged and tender Benevolence, 
Affection, and Charity. Notwithſtanding 
leſt any Man's private Intereft ſhould ren 
der him ſtupid to all this; the ſame Lord 
hath made and declared the Effect of thi 
Redemption, the Privileges of that * 
tion, and the Poſſeſſion of that 
tance, to depend entirely upon the Cn 
dition of Charity, even his new Cm. 
mandment of loving one another as It 
| hath loved us — Now let it be con- 
fader, 
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muſt be cloſed with his News, and will 
be received only for his Sake Nothing 
can be propounded more abſurd, unduti- 
ful, and ſhocking; and nothing therefore 
can be more powerful than that Form of 


Prayer; to make us, in this Point, either 5 
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innocent or inex le. 85 040 
The ſecond. Caution, 'Widibut obſerving 
which the general Promiſe of being heard 
for Chriſt's Sake will fail us, is that we 
delign the Things ask'd to juſt and vir- 
tuous Ends, This St. James has intima- 
ted in his Reproof of ſome that did the 
contrary, Ch. iv. 3. 1? ah, and "receive 
tot, becauſe ye ask amiſs, that ye may cons 
fume it upon .your Luſts. If therefore the 
ſecret Purpoſe of our Heart be to make an 
Ill Uſe of what we would receive, either 
to hurt ourſelves by Intemperance, or our 
Neighbour by Ir nju ſtice ; we all know, firft, 
that nothing can 'be 00 With an evil In. 
tention ; and, ſecondly, that no ſuch Inten- 
fon can be hid r upon, the 
N12 Searches 
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is Evil to the Perſon that will make 
evil Uſe of it; and every Perſon ig e 
and impenitent, that deſires or deſigns the 
— of doing Evil. 80 far in 
Truth is he from the State of Penitence; 
that he is under the Love of Sin and Hoy 
of Diſobeying. For theſe Reaſons, wht 
I have already ſaid of the Subſtance of ou 
Prayers, and what I am to ſay of the 
| Qualities required in him that makes them, 
may be ſufficient for this Point alſo, with- 
out-any . Application of it to the 
. 
The next Ga ie 1 is.of the 
perſonal Qualifications requiſite to make 
our Devotions acceptable and efficacious 
- Repentance and Faith expreſs them ; The 
ferm mer I have propoſed to ſpeak. of firlk 
as indeed the "qt cannot ſubſiſt without 
of Chriſtian Faith, be found only a0 
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and immediate Pepe of . Refor- rh 
mation) is 4 Condition imply d in every 
Promiſe” of hearing our Prayers, may be ' 
thus collected by our own Reaſoning, _=-m_ 
Divine Laws are perfectiy conformable BY 

the ReQitude of the Divine Nature, from 

which they flow z and are built upon ne- 

eelſary and infallible Grounds for procu- 
ring the Good of thoſe to whom they are 
given; from which Purpoſe | the Benignity | 
ao of the Divine Nature can never re- 
cede, Upon theſe Accbunts it muſt be 

| judged, that the wiltul Breach of thoſe 
Laws will ever diſpleaſe and provoke. the 
Gracious and Holy Lord and Law. giver; 3 
and that every Perſon. guilty of it, and 
perfiſting therein, muſt appear as rebel- 
lous and abominable in his Sight. The | 
Laws of Men are far from 55 Juſtice 
ad Purity; and ſo is their Obſervation 
from that-Neceſlity or certain Benefit. to V 
the Subjects. Nevertheleſs, the prefun 5 
nous Breach of cheſe is 2 ee ; 
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How ſhall ſuch one. appear in .the Ft. 
ſence of God to ask any Thing but 0 Par. 
den? Or how, ſhall | he ask eyen the, 
without a Reſolution of Obedience r th 
Time to come ?, Otherwiſe, ſee. what 
 aaks;; if it be not a Diflution; of tha 
_  nviolable and perfec for hal Private 
Sake. And what Anſwer muſt Tuch | 
Petitioner | expect ? Of Men indeed e 
19 have ſeen the greateſt F. avours ſued. for 
and obtain d by their Lp fe Eve 5 
that have done I and ft ſtill 
the greateſt Miſchief. 
|  Doer of ſuch Miſchief has 9 been 

known; or his Intention, or the Nm 
of the Thing itſelf have. been uowied; | 
_ 01 notwithſtanding he has res nclled 
15 afelf by feign'd Repentance and Sub- 
| millions, . But for. ſuch treacherous. der, 
pants there is no poffible Place W Wich on 
N Heavenly Maſter, No Act, no I Intent, 
can be miſunderſtood by 128 or of 
cealed from him; and the H T 998 | N 14 
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in vain, that, will. not Apply t the r Heart 


to keep his Commandments ; 18 | : 5 | 5 | 


worſe than in vain, fince | their ir | 

carries the Nature of a' Contempt, an anc 
ſeems to queſtion: the Knowledge, or the 
Holineſs of God. And Scripture. frequently - 


| and fully witneſſes the fame. But to gur 


Purpoſe the Words in one Chapter, Prov. 
xv. will be enough; Verſe 2 29. The Tord 78 


far from the N. icked ; but he heareth. tbe 5 


Prayer of the Righteous. And Verſe 8. 


with greater Force of Ex preſſion and Mat- : 
| ter both, The Sacrifice of the Wicked is an 


Abomination to the Lord; but the Pray er 
of the Upright is, bis Deligbr. . 
Now to our principal Intent; To re- 
mark the Force of our Redeetner 8 Name, 
wherein we - Chriſtians offer up all our 
Prayers, for obliging and quickening 81 us to 
a: this 'neceffary Condition. A 
orld was fallen under the Diſpleature 8 3 
Almighty God, by the Sin of our com- 
mon Parent, and his whole Race; and It 
the ſame Time -into great Darktiels and | 
hnorance of his will. 1. e bim, in 


— 7 Sins; and to ſend for 


WI. an Expldtion 3 in Gr to he rdon of it 


his Truth to lead and p for the 
Future, thoſe that would" be. wee 125 
reconciled. Acgordingiy, of theſe "ty 
| Parts mainly confiſts the Galpel or Wor 
Reconciliation ; which teaches, that Our 
Saviour gave Fimſelf for: us, that” be might 
redeem. us from all Tniquity, and fun af 
unto . bimſelf a peculiar People, 2ealon fi 
good Works. For the fame. Perſon 
charged with both Functions, -inveſted 
with both Offices; 8 of a  Lawgiver, t 
teach and encourage our. obſerving. the 
perfect Will, of God; and of a Prieſt, ty] 
make a Propitiation for the Breaches of it 
Judge then, if theſe Things, which Go 
hath thus Jeined together, be not ii; 
rable; ; if it is poſſible for him to haye Any 
Benefit of | the Pardon, that | perſiſts in his 
Rebellion; or be ſaved by the * Merit and 
Interceſſion of the Prieſt, that deſpiſes the 
Authority of the Lawgiver, even the ſary 
_ Jefus Chriſt. And again judge, with whit 
Hope or Effect we can uſe his Nate 
repommend * 1 our Neceffities * — 
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e hem} be 
Son of God afreſh, and put” him to an n 

Shame, And the xth Chapter , the 46th 

and following Verſes, more largely ; V. we 


Knowledge of the Truth, there remaineth 1 
more Saeriſice for Sins, but a certan fearful = 


laing. for 'of Eh rh and fiery Indig- 


nation, which ſhall devour the Adverſaries. 
He that” deſpiſed 5 ofes Law, died without 
Mercy, under two or three Witneſſes * Of 
how much forer Puniſbment, ſuppoſe je, 
frall he be thought worthy, who bath trod- 
den under Foot the Son of Gd; and bath. 
counted the Blood f the Covenant, bert. 
with be was ſan#tified,” an unholy Thing 3 
and hath done " unto the Spirit of 
| 5 Grace ? 


2274, Grace ?. Here then offer 
. our Manner of Praying, Let eve 
3 a 6d the Nome of Chef 
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Gifis of Heaven 3 and the Extremity of 
the contrary Abuſe preſſes it with unde 
niable Conviction, and a Vehemenee ir 
reſiſtible. For what does the, Prayer q 
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tbe Lord;, The Ground: of this; in the 
Reaſon of the. Thing ſeen 0 . two» 
£ Truſt in the Gtodnel of God;-and-the 5 
Security of his Promiſes puts Men in the - 
Rank of great Offenders; that of Diſho—- 
nourers of God and ſo rend rs them un · 
worthy of his Goodneſs, and incapacitates 
them to claim any Benefit by thoſe Pro- 
miſcs, The ferond Bark: 2 chat che lame 
Prayer ; me to IS us ever ſenſible - 
1 our 5 Dependance on the So- 
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Powers there are in the od of the 
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or Faith from the Name of the Gren 
Author" and Finiſher of it.) But flnce this 
falls in with what I propounded for my 
Second Part of this Diſcourſe, that is the 
evident ' Affurance of an our Fel. 
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tee of it depends upon certain Con 
ditions which they likewiſe teach; I hy 
cify'd a confirm'd the ſame from bal 
Authorities, and ſhew'd upon eath'd 
them, that the Name of Jeſus” ut 
which he himſelf hath encouraged li 
Church to . accompany all their Prayen 
with, is fruitful of Reflections the mal 
adapted and powerful to excite and ports 
pel Men to the en thoſe. | 
_ ditions, (ET > "4 
They were EY may — * 
of the Requeſts themſelves, that i 
made for Things good, and deſign d 10 55 
Ends; and, ſecondly, that they W199 
” with them, lift up 12 arts and 
holy Hands, ſuſtain'd by a full 
of Faith in the Divine Goodnehs. Ten 
vour d to prove, that the Reſignation a 
Charity comprehended in the former Pa 
and the Repentance and Reformatio! 
the latter, were as 158805 as perpetual 
ade 
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nieht pp Er ther nſerting | 
ery Petition is a suggeſtion of the Terms 
n which alone they can be heard, evi- 
eat enough to ſupply the Want of th ir | 
eing annex d to the Promiſe in Words at 
Length. Only as to the Dut Lime 
ation of Faith, how that is directed ar 
influenced thereby, I deferred to e 
becauſe of its Coincidenes with the Af 
urance of Sueceſs; Which I propounded 
o treat of at large, as aue we N 
Benefit and Effect of our Lord's Appeint- 
ent in my Text; Whatſorver ye a 
uk the A in "oY Nam , be will * 
| 10. 7.3 | 
* — added is & dv. direct wr mt ob- 
boss Uſe of it But it was neceffary to 
eat of the Conditions upon which the 
hole depends in the firſt Place, that we 
ht embrace the Conſolation there of- 
B upon ſure Grounds, having taken the 
Care that both our Petitions and our 
Perſons ſhould be ſuch as the Promiſe is 
lone made to. After that, our Security 
of the Performance i is built on the. Con- 


ſideration 


5 


P 
1 1 : 


1 Ha 2. 


ip ers to this. u b 

| wha is the chief wund, whereups 
ing Evil, or mariving : Good at the 
of God. We ſhall find it, the Con a 
of Guilt. Our Nature deprav'd, anda 
. tinual Tranſgreflion of his 1 

Dread of his Purity and Juſtice ; A 
. when we would preſent ourſelves 

- jects of his Favour and Bounty, ourV 

_ condemn. us as more reaſonably thee 
his Diſpleaſure arid Vengeance. T bis F 
hath lain heavy upon the Hearts of N 
in all Ages of Darkneſs, and dampf 
Snag Confidence in approaching! 
wood, ame chem into abſurd and 


indeed, whe r conßder d the Author YH . 
of their own Being, and of all the good 1 
Things in the World; when they re eaſoh- 
ed on the Perfectneſs of his Nature, and 
entire Exemption from all "Weakneſs, 
(whence alone Evil can ſpring 57 they 
were led to admire and truſt in his' Boun- 
ty to his Creatures. But when they r 
fected on the Holineſs of his d am 
Immutability of his Juſtice, Sclfiaceuſl- 
tions and Deſporidency ſucceeded: : Many 
Marks of his Ine In the 
Courſe of Things; ; and chivie own Breaſts 
perpetually ſuggeſted” and acknowledged 
the Reaſon, Neither could they ſuffici- 
ently ſatisfy their Doubts, or quiet their 
eers with Repentance and Endeavour 
= returning and keeping to their Duty. 
er ſtill it remained, that #47 Obedience 
vs equally due in the Time paſt; when 

it was not paid; as at the preſent, and 

or the future, when it might be en- 
deavour'd. And beſides, they were fad- 

v conſcious of the Imperfection of thoſe 

4 ndeavours; and even of frequent Ne- 
pes. What Sacrifice therefore could at. 

* Vor. I. ä PP 


Sexe. . of 1 Dis | bedi 
VIII. hat Merit render acceptable ſuch. ig 
;perfſect Service, and procure Grace dd 
* don and raiſe them up anew. after the 
vocations of repeated Backſlidings ? Mn 

with ſhould they come before the Lai 
and bow. themſelves before the bigh Gul 
The deep Concern of Mankind on thi 
Head expoſed them to the Pretences o 
Impoſtors, who by their Devices brought 
them i into the Condition of a Rill denn 
Guilt and juſter Deſpair. 
Hut no true, no full Remedy was 7 
till the Sun of Righteouſneſs aroſe wit 
Healing in his Wings. The great Wai 
of Expiation was above human Power u 
execute, or even Capacity to propoſe. Gal 
alone knew what Satisfaction was ſufficieat 
and proper for the Violation of his Lam: 
And this he himſelf hath provided, a 
accepted in the Perſon and Suffering d 
Jeſus Chriſt. He made the Declaratin 
and Promiſe in my Text to. his Dilcipls; 
and in them to All, juſt before he. Wh 
going to finiſh that great Work of Attone: 
ment and Reſtitution of the World to tle 


Divine F avour. Then he ſhewed then 
8 5 1 
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them by his Ranſom now. to e VIM. | 


that they might! ever find a Patronage to 
their Weakneſs, and Supply to their Wants, 
from the Fountain of all Goodneſs ſo pro- 
pitiated. Hereupon the dark Cloud of 


cheir old Fears and Doubts was diffipated. 


Henceforth Sinners might ſee, that although 


| they were ſometime | alienated, and Enemies 


in their Mind by wicked Works, get now 
God had reconciled them; and give thete- 
fore Glory to Him in the Higheſt for this 
Peace of his on Earth, and Good. will to- 
wards Men. And here therefore com- 
menced the new. Style of Prayers in bis 
Name, who was the meritorious Cauſe of 
this bleſſed Renovation of our State; 
which gives them an Efficacy that can 
never fail the Neceſſities of his faithful 


Diſciples. They are heard with a paternal 


Tendernefs, all Impediments to the EX. 
ecciſe of it being remov'd ; their old Of- 
fences pardon'd, their continual Infirmities 
heal'd, or confider'd and Means of Reco- 
very afforded, even after the more wilfu} - 
Falls, This Condition is equal in Advan- 


ages, mays ſuperior, all Things confider'd, 
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_ Of Praying in bse 
: to that of the firſt Man i in; i ha nteg ity.;. 
VIII. and nothing remains to hinder it Fes, 


, ceiving from their. Heaven 55 Father 4 


5 Offences againſt it, are apt to renew. Mena 


lution to be ſtill diſobedient Children pd 


x ably evident, if we review. the particular 
Steps that were taken to accompliſh the 


appear ſo many abundant Proofs 1 
= Greataeſs of God's Love to Manki 


upon duly conſidering theſe Arguments g 


the free Bounty of God, which prevenial 


the, 
good Things which they. ask, but a 'Reſos 


But al this will be yet more c -omfar 5 


Work of Reconciliation; for 


the perfect Fulneſs of his Reconciliatio 
The high Excellence of the Divine Ma 
jeſty, and the infinite Aggravation of c 


Apprehenſions; but they muſt be appeas 


his Goodneſs and Mercy, and the Meng 
of the Expiation, which are alſo infinite. 
The fr Remark ſhall be of the Begin 
ning of this Tranſaction. It moved tran 


any Reformation or Submiſſion of hig 
bellious Subjects. They were generally 
thoughtleſs both of their Miſery and thei 
Duty, when the Blefling of a Saviour Ws 
* them by an | aſtoniſhing Condon 


fon, 


Gon Ie PN EP - WE the wks: ene | 
the infallible Inference to our Comfort, II. ; 
will be ſcen beſt in the Words of St. Fete 
the Romans, in the vth Chapter, the 6th, _: 
following Verſes. When we were yet tb. 


ot Strength, in due Time Cbriſt died Far the 


Ungodly. For ſearcely for a Righteous Man 


will one die: yet peradventure for a good 


Man ſome would even dare to die. But 


God commendeth his Love tawards ws, in that 
ms we were yet Sinners Chrift died for 
Much more then, being tow jilftified 

* bis Blood, wwe ſhall be faved from Wrath 
through him. Par if, when we were Ene- 
mes, we were reconciled to God by the Death 
F bis Son ; much more being reconciled we 


all be ſaved by his Life. What then ſhall 


be denied to the humble Deſires of puri- 


hd and adopted Children, by that Good- = 
nefs, which unask'd, hath ſent Salvation 


elf to Strangers and Criminals ? He that 
was found of them that fought him not; 
that was made manifeſt unto them that at 


d not after bim; What Benefits will he 
not pour on the fame ſo much more en- 


16 "a; now — and ſecking, a8 enti- 
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5 Sun M. fled and commanded, in the Ne ame 0 „ 
VIII. Son Jeſus Chriſt 2 N 1 E N if! 
Go Secondly, The Method and e 
| whereby God was pleaſed to reconcile u 
to himſelf, are a further Des, of 

the Love that deſigned and executed them, 
They are found principally, firfl, in th 
Incarnation ; next in the Crucifixion of ou 

Lord. The former repreſents him to our 
Minds deſcending from the Throne of bi 
Glory; and ſubmitting himſelf to be cloth'd' 

with our vile Fleſh, and encompals'd' with: 

the poor Infirmities and Neceſſities of it 
Hunger and Thirſt, Heat and Cold, Wes. 
rineſs, Pain, and Diſtemper, and (the ex- 
treme of them all) Mortality. And to 

| theſe we are to add, the Weakneſs and 
Paſſions incident to the human Soul, a 
Deſire, Fear, Doubt, Dejection, Diſtrel 

and Sorrow; both the one and tlie other 

more low and much more miſerable than 

the Nature of Angels ; (though that if 

is infinitely beneath the Divine; ) which 

' nevertheleſs he took not on him, But tbe hu 

of Abraham, and the Form of 4 Serum 
Arft Humiliation wh chiefly cel 


ac few jibe 197 — 2 
#repar'd him in order to be ſlain and of- — = 


red up in Sacrifice, that the ſame Na- 

us WY tore, which had offended, might ſuffer. 

of WY And this is an Addition to our Confidence 
„in the Atonement; which we ſee procur'd 
by © juſt and adapted an Expiation. Nes © 
ur Wi vertheleſs the Apoſtle teaches us, to make 
i WY al another Uſe of it to our further Con- 

is WY folation, in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, ii. 
, 18.— I all Things it behoved him to be 

b WY ade ke unto bis Brethren ; that be might . 
„e 2 merciful and faithful High- prieſt in 
„Dings pertaining to God, to make Recon- 

6 WY ciation for the Sins of the People. For in 
Wat be himſelf hath ſuffered being tempted, 
is able to ſuccour them that are tempted. 


So low has the Love of God de- fl 
ſcended to his Creatures, as even to fa. 
miliarize itſelf, and meet with their weak- - 
eſt Objections and Diffidences, in a Way 
tenderly ſuited to the unhappieſt Tem- 
pers and meaneſt Capacities. We have 
therefore but to remember, who it is 
that is thus meek and lowly in Heart; who 

it is that is not aſhamed to call us Brethren, 
and our r Hearts and our Prayers . ſure- 
beck. £ ly 
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— i be filled wich Faith and a1 W ta 
VIII. rhoyce in his Salvation, and inn im th adde 


* Name of the Lord our Gad; tor the rin 


whereof we-know the Lord will hen 
all our Petitions. For ee, if the fans 
Apoſtle makes not this very Concluſion the! 
the Matter, at the End of the ivth Chaps 
ter of chat Epiſtle, and if we ought ud 
to ſay with him, and exhort one anothe 
in like Aſſuranee; Let us therefore:com 
boldly unto the Throne of Grace, that m 
| may obtain Mercy, and 1 Grace to 0 
i Time of Need. 8 
The 4% ee e is our Lord's aut. 
Arion. The Conſideration of this ale 
tains us, that the Price of our Redemptian 
is paid; a Price that approves its Sufficienq 
for the great Purpoſe, by the perſect 
nocence, and infinite Dignity, of the Per 
ſon from whoſe Sufferings it reſulted; . Fa 
| theſe two Things place it far above al 
Eſtimation. And ſo we find St. Has 
magnifying .it by joining them together 
Epbeſ. i. 18, 19. Ye were nat radu 
with corruptible Things, at Siluen u 
Gold, — but with the precious Bud 
* as of a Lamb iabont Rltmifh _ 
as 
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Aber Spot... Nerat e | 
added to theſe, the Greatneſs of the Suf- _ | 5 
being it ſelf, to he collected not only frem 


the long and exquiſite Torment, but the 
prodigious Indignity, with reſpect both _ | 
the Manner, and the Hands which procu« 


red it; and above all, 3 nin | 


attending Agonies altogether. inexpreſſible. 
The Meditation upon all theſe will con- 


vince us of the Love of God and our Sa- 


yiour, who have made Peace through the. 
Blood of the Croſs, and of our Happineſs 


upon this Reconciliation, | which has re- 


moved all Bars to the Bounty of our Hea- 
renly Father, and encourages us to look 
for Effects of it, in this Life and the next, 
proportioned to the inexhauſtible Cauſe and 
Fountain itſelf, Only let not ſo great En- 
couragement induce a Preſumption de- 
ſtructive of Chriſtian Life: For Impeni- 
tence does indeed vacate all this; ſince no 
Redemption can- avail thoſe that will not 
be redeemed, bat prefer the Servitude of 
din to the glorious "Liberty of the Children 
of God, Otherwiſe, we may and. ought 
with Gratitude and Cheerfulneſs. to em- 
brace and. *. the Promiſe in my 


Of Priging , 

srzu. Text, as finding ourſelves, through e 
4 propitiatory Sacrifice of him that mae! "i 
advanced to that high Privilege; Ah 

i ſhall be given you; ſeek, and ye ſpall find! 
 tnmock, and it ſhall be opened unto you.” "Pa 

_ » doubtle we may cloſe our Thoughts up- 

on this Article with that moſt juſt one d 

St. Paul, Rom. viii. 32. He tbat ſpared ut 

bis own Son, but delivered him up for u\ 

all ; how ſhall he not with him * fre f 

give us all Things ? 5 "BOY 
Now I have laid open to you thels 

Grounds for the 1 of Faith in the 
Name of our bleſſed Reconciler, from the 
Reconciliation itſelf, and the particular 
Steps taken to effect it; it remains that I 
ſhew, the Ranſom and Sacrifich! above, t6: 
have been actually accepted by God to the 
Purpoſe for which they were paid n 
offered up; which may ſatisfy not only: 

the Doubts of humble Chriſtians, but the 
Cavils of others, who pretend 'to''teafon. 

againſt the Propricty or Validity of them 

For ſurely, it is as weak as preſumptuou 

for Men to queſtion the Fitneſs and Value 

of what the Divine Acceptance has ratified 

as s ſufficient and * a 


2 3 
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Proofs of Mn s moſt unexcep * 
able in Things ſo much e us. The 
Epiſtle to the Epbeſſant, the laſt Verſe of : 
the ivth Chapter, tells them, that God for. 
Chriſt's Sake hath. forgiven them; and the 
[2d of the next expreſſes the Ground of it, 

the Acceptableneſs of his Sacrifice, in theſe, 
Words, Chriſt hath given himſelf for _— .: 
Ofering and a Sacrifice to Gad for a fwveet 
nelling Savour. And in the xth to the 1 
Hebrews, after ſhewing the Inſufficiency, 
of the Sacrifices which were offered by the | 
Law, and thereupon introducing. our F 
Lord coming into the World, and faying as 
inthe xlth Pſalm, Lo, I come to do thy 

Vil, O God ; it is ſubjoined at the xroth _ 
Verſe, By the which Will we are ſanfified 

through the Offering of the Body of Te efus 

Chrift, For here you muſt underſtand by. 

this Word Will, in the firſt Place, the Thing. 
acceptable; and in the ſecond, the Accep- 
tance itſelf, 80 likewiſe, 2 Cor.. v. 18. 
Grd bath reconciled us to himſelf by Yeſus 
Chrift ; And at the 21ſt Verſe, it appears 
by what Means: He: hath made. him to be 

1 foo : 7 
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rg, Sl (tne i is, a Sin Ofering) — 
 VIl. ow e ns Sit, that we might 'be "madi'th 
rw, Gb. 0 1 'of G God. in Bin 1 Wil 400 
Wrbne che, Rom. ii. 23, and following 
| Verkes, Fir all have fined, and ohm ſhin 
of the Glory of God; being juſtified fowl 
by his Grace, through the Redemption the 
7s in Chrift Jeſus: Whom God bath fet fort 
1% br # Propitiation through Faith in hi 
Dod. The Inference to our Purpoſe; 
theſe and many other Scriptures, is)'Thut 
although we Herve all firmed; and tome four! 
of the Glory of God, yet fince he hath fi 
given, reconciled, juftified, and fantifel 
us, we may well truft in har Name a 
hath obtained all thefe Things; andentt- 
tain o Fear but our Prayers allo will find 
| Acceptance, rr that 3 
which hath fourid it. 
| Bat belides theſe — th 
Preachers of the Goſpel uſt certain A- 
ments likewiſe, to ev inee the Conſu mm- 
tion and Approbetion of Chräſt's Underm 
king en- our "Behalf ; which are, Goc 
rating Him from the Dead, and plach 
hits ar Ris own Right Hard. "The jw 
mer Armed moſt _ _— 
: 


bote Os Words, dich Salt = zurn * 8 
Chapter to the Romans; Ide ee deliver'd. VIEW 
5 our Offences, and uus raiſed again n 
ar Juſtification. ., And at the vinhs 33 
14. both Arguments are applied at once, 
md the happy State of Chriſtians teium- 
5 inferred. Who ſhall lay any Thing 
V the Charge of Gag's Elec? Jt is God: 
that juſtifieth, Who is be chat condemneth 2 
Vi Chrift that died, qes rather, What ig 
riſen again; who it even at the: Right 
Hand of God, w0ho alfa maker ee. : 
fir us. I only mention theſe Places, he- 
quſe the former Authorities arg equally, 
forcible with us; and I had not touch d 
upon theſe, but hecauſe they lead me to 
2 Conſideration of our Lord $. Pete: 
on, of great poctunce to ie Þ 
heel. 3 
Me have hitherto Soy 3 mY &f 
bis Humiliation, Aſlictium, Death, and 
Pain, to ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh our 
Confidence in the Divine Favour ; and 
luce theſe have been faupd te miniſter 
ſich Faith and Comfort, rely we: ought. 
not to paſs over in Silenee the Rxaltetion 
ad glorious Kipgdom of our Mediator. 
With 
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. Hur. Xii. 2. ſeems to have call'd h A, ch 


” Author of our Paith, and to the lattef 1 be 
Finifher of it. Looking unto Jeſus, fü der 
he, 'the Author and Finiſher of our F Do. 
who, for the ey that was ſet before him! nil" 
dured the Crofs, deſpifing the Sbume Tui 
is the Beginning — and 75 ſer down at 1” 
Right Hand of the Throne of Goỹο D 
is the final Efabliſoment of Chriſtian Bl Fri 
lief. Let us therefore contemplate wil ©" 
great Power and Dignity our Lord'isin- 0 
veſted with, that we may be fully ſenfth (ef 
_ of the Virtue of his Interceſſion, wich 
he ever liveth to make for us. Gol buff m 
exalted him, we read, with bis Right En, i 
to be a Prince and a Saviour; hath roms” 
ed bim with Glory and Honour and pit 
all Things in Subjection under bis Nef 
and, (in a third Place) hath /er bim af hi 
own Right Hand in the Heavenly Places 


far above all Principality, and Power,” “ 
Migbe, and Dominion, and every Num *. 
that is named, not only in this World, du "4 
alſo in that which is to come. Such is the il ”* 
unlimited Authority and Power, Wheren « 


2 is inflated by the Father fut the 
Governmed 


K & © 


— Protect Mn, 


riching of his Church, "whereof he is "the VIIL 


3 fo _ Ne e e Reagan of 


Doubt concerning this Promiſe of the Pre- 
wlence of their Prayers, that it may be 

ſated yet more to their Advantage. It 
has all along been ſhew'd, with what 
Faith and Aſſurance of Succeſs, it is their 
Privilege and Duty to pray for all Things 


convenient for them, in the Name of their 


Redeemer, becauſe tbe Father vill moſt 
certainly, for his Sake, give them. But 
now, upon this laſt Conſideration, they 
muſt conclude not only THAT, but like- 
wiſe that he himſelf, for whoſe Sake and 


in whoſe Name they have been encouraged 15 


to ask, is impower'd and ready to do the 
ame, And here appears the Reaſon f 
our Saviour's varying the Terms of his 
Promiſe ; for as he ſays in my Text, 
2 ye ſhall ask the Father in my 
Name, he will give it you. 80 in the 
14th of St. John 13. he had faid, —— 
Mafſoe ver ye ſhall — in my Name, that 
wil [do, If then we applied before the 
Words of St. Paul to our Queſtion with 

undeniable | 
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all ; How ſhall he not with him alſo 
gone all Things ? May we not with tk 


or greater Reaſon: and Joy cloſe this 


ment, in borrowing moſt of N 
Words, and ſaying, cc. How hall 1 ol 
< freely give us all Things; Hz that ſpan 
8 not his 0WN Life, but deliver ups 


- * ſelf for us all? 


The Admiration of this glorious 
dom, and ineffable Benignity of our Lal 


calls again to my Mind, with Indignation 


what I was lamenting at the Beginning 
of my firſt Diſcourſe ; the Abſurdiiy 


ſetting up other Interceſſors, the cullig 


What is the Ground, or the Confequency 


to render it uſeful, or innocent, d 


lerable ? Doth our own Mediator wait 


any Part of Knowledge, of Goodneſi, 0 


of Power, needful to perform his o 


Promiſe ? Or do the Saints and A 


more certainly underſtand our Neceffitia 


and with more Affection, Intereſt; 1 
Ability intercede, and relieve them ? d 


| octane rams — 


bis ian, but Aale him. uþ 3 


| 0 
ho 
\ 


had 1 N heh — Sins pars 
don'd for the Merit of our 
only Saviour. In the next Pile > How 
will this practice affect the Hearts of the 
Supplicants ? What will true Religion gain 
by it ? You have ſeen how the Love of 
briſt, his ſinleſs Purity, and his Divine 
Power and Truth, awaken and determine 
all, that invoke his Name, to fervent Cha- 
nity and ſincere Repentatice ;-and eſtabliſh 
their Hearts i in an Aſſuranee of Faith not 
to be ſhaken, © And: theſe: are the Condi- 
tons fix'd, upon which alone our Prayers 
ia be cools But in the new Devo- 
ions, inſtead of an entire Reformation of 
Lite, it is juſtly to be fear'd, that our Cor- 
Tuption will entertain and cheriſh a fecret 
Hope of ſome Indulgence for Sin from 
hoſe who were not themſelves without i it. 
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mes in 4 Bay and even *; 
in a Day turn again lo thee, fox. | 
ing, J repent 5 thou, ls forg? we 
bim. e - 
X * you, "Jo an the pre- 8 ER MI. 
q ceeding, Verſe, and take IX. 
8 jt — belongs to this 
9 Matter, you will have 9 
: it intire thus: r "= =_ 


s SOAR Brother treſpaſs again inf 505,48 
x thee, _rebuke bim; and F be repent, forgive 
9 55 | P . im. 


_ Of « the bee, * WM 
\Sxnm. him 25 if be me 5 de 
IX. nen n Day, and ſeven Times 3 
IH turn again to thee, Jaying, T repent ; thu 


a en ive . . 
Some have chought this a hard. Saying, 


Seven Times @ Day is an Expreſſion at Real 
as ſtrong againſt limiting our Forgivenek, 
as ſeventy times ſeven at large; Which is. 
our Lord's Anſwer to St. Peters: Matth. 
xviii. 21. How oft. ſball my Brither 
fin againſt me, and I forgive bim? th, 

| which Queſtion it appears, that even & 
preſum'd; there ought to be ſome Bound 
fixed to this Duty. But. our Lord ſhewed 
him, that he allow d of none. And whit 
Wonder, that he who receives us after 
never ſo many Tranſgreſſions, upon a true 

= Repentance, ſhould at our Hands requir 
a like Behaviour towards our offendigg 
and penitent Brother? Nevertheleſs there 
are at this Day, not only whoſe Praflices 
- _ contrary, (for that every body know 
| well) but who avow a contrary Principle; 
wha pretend that the Tenderneſs. exaſted 
in the Text, ſerves to no End, bu 
Encouragement ' of Inſolence and In 
ouſneb, | Ken * a to * 
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niſh every „ wilful 1 Wrong Vine? Re niſ- SER M 
fon ; and invite all that love Juſtice to F X.. 
ſet a Hand to it, and aſſiſt the Injur d in 
taking his Revenge. And this r urge e 
as the only hopeful Method (if well fol- | 

low'd) to reſtrain Fraud and Violence, 
and eſtabliſh in the World a Juſt RY 


for innocent Perſons.” 


It muſt be confels'd, that this' Notion | 
has ſomething in it that flatters Men @ 
ſtrong Minds at firſt Sight ; as if it put 
us in a Way, tho' very rigorous to Parti- 
culars, yet wholſome and profitable to the 
whole State of Mankind. And they that 
have large Experience _ of the World, are 
tempted to give into it, by the abundant 
Hypocriſy, Ingratitude, and Incorrigible- 
neſs, which they encounter with. Now ] 
to bring this Objection home, and make . 


i bear againſt the Precept of Forgiveneſs ; 
it is ſuppos'd, that every Body of Laws 


given by God to his Creatures, muſt be ſo 
fram'd, as to promote the © Diſcipline of 
Order and Juſtice amongſt them, and ſo 
provide for their general Good and Quiet, 
eren in this preſent Life. And this ought - 
to * admitted; ſince we are taught, that 
1 1 | 


— 


e « gs (which is he] Prafice.f( 2 ift g 


Precepts) is profitable unto. all. Things ha. 
ing Promiſe of the, Life that now 45, ;and 
| of that which is to come: And the 

notwithſtanding the many and great Sul, 
ferings which that Practice brings um 
par icular Perſons, and, at certai Times 
upon whole Societies; yet is the Chriſti 


Law, as to its main Tendency.. and El. 


fects, admirably calculated for the 7 


as well as future Welfare of its faithful 
Profeſſors. Thus we are obliged to take 


under our: Conſideration the pretended Ms 
ral of proſecuting all Offences with Rm 
which they would ſet up; and the Di 


paragement offer d to the contraky Mon | 


d 


of Chriſtianity, as vorious to the dt e 
Mankind. St fins 
And here we Wiel be content to, Ate 


ſwer; That being aſſur'd (as we. ars).thif 
the Rule of Forgiving our Brother's ON 


fences. is etyjoin'd by God, we ought. 10 
to doubt of its ſerving moſt effectually bs 
declared Purpoſe in promoting the Gg 
the World; although by our own, Ohle. 
vation and Judgment, We. could, not dif 
gern its A for MEN End: * 
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an Reaſon, appear more proper; Wen K. 
5 we bound to P prong With * ae 
6 
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5 

. choir 90s oo bots. 7 

, But we may well proves: to a e 

a Anſwer, which will better meet with 

0 


the Curioſity and Boldneſs of the Objec- 
tors. It is this; that the Severity they 
recommend does not produce the promiſed 
Effects, The Thing has been try'd, and 
we appeal to the Hiſtory of the World 
ancient and modern. The common Sen- 
timents and Behaviour of Heathen Nations 
of old, in this Point, are not unknown; 
what a gallant Part they accounted it to 
purſue their Revenge implacably; nor how 
that Proceeding affected human Society. 
One Revenge begat another; and ſo they 
multiply'd and extended to Families, and 
Dependencies, and -Governments ; and 
were propagated without End; foi they 
became hereditary from one Generativh to 

P = | another, | 


/ 


. 


„ . 73 
ay ELLA e „ 


| sr ax. e 2 The fre. as: ppear throt agh the 
p IX. Records of thoſe Times i in bas Charge; 
JF res. Inſtead of i Inhary 
ſettling Quiet, this Maxim gave a Licen 

to Rapin and Slaughter. | Perpetnal\ Jew 
| loufy, Malice, and lying in wait, "wee 
Oppreſſions and Murders, Seditions and 


B 

Wars, attended with ſuch Qutrage aud bab! 

Cruelty, that, we may ſay, moſt of the ſubr 

Wars of Chriſtians have been, in Cm. wor 

riſon of them, but civil Diſputes. - Jo-like WM xr 

Manner, do we not hear of the Gentil it, 

People at this Day, who are in ſeveral Wl W: 

Parts extremely addicted to Revenge: hom Wo 
they are depopulating and exterminating Wl for: 

one another daily by Dept Slave i 

20 and Bloodſhed? cla 


Laſtly, If we enquire of thoſe Chriſtin 

N ations, where this bitter Spirit, though 

ſomewhat reſtrain'd by their. Profeſſion, 

the moſt affected and honour'd ; ſhall w 

| find Sincerity, Juſtice, and the Security if 

good Neighbourhood, more. flouriſhing 

than among the reſt ? By no Means: 0 

they are rather notoriouſſy ng Fe 
cheir rnicious Fan lain Feuds, 

ſar 4 * 8 45 
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bby is — juſtified)” and. che Pre- 
tences to a wiſer Moral condemi d, by 
Matter of Fact not to be Soided ; wf 


ftand the Nature of. Mankind. 

But it may be confeſs'd as 4 5 pro- 
bable, that the Number of thoſe, who 
ſubmit not to the Precept of Forgiveneſs, 
would be much leſs, if they were not 
carried into Miſtakes about the Extent of 5 


Wit wherein ſome Chriſtians have led the 


Way. Therefore, as I have endeavour'd 
to vindicate it againſt the Rigid and Un- 
orgiving ; ſo, to remove all Prejudices, it 
is requiſite, in the ſecond Place, to dif- 
ckim the Errors of ſuch as have run into 
the contrary Extreme. They, miſinter- 


peting the general or figurative Expreſ- 


ons in Scripture, which recommend For- 
gireneſs, and Love, and Charity, have car- 
ied the Matter f far w to make it un- 
lawful to condemn Men in capital or any 
criminal Cauſes, and much more (ſurely) 
to proſecute them; and the ſame to bear 
Arms even againſt A publick Enemy. 
5 Thele 


Jus Theſe are RE a fl * * * 
of Error en this. Hand, and. tl 
ue "BH Oy - as imprafighl 


this Matter, of ablurd d Bt 
quence enough, though. leſs apparent 
| And if theſe be touch'd: in ſtating the wel 
Meaſure of Chriſtian Obligation 3 though 
they have the Air of great Pitty and d 


nitable Reſignation, let no Nan bow < 
ended. ay 


: ty Miſchief has beet * 
5 ellen the Chriſtian, Church, by averſtzin- 
ing its Rules on Doctrines undeg th 
Agency of real or pretended Zeal. fax i 
higher Degrees of Ferfection. N dou! 
any Man know, when once he has Cd 
People a little, beyond the Truth, hah ks 

| they ſhall be born adrift ? For page 
Points indeed. they. ſay, we. muſt a tal 
much, that we may obtain what in t 
ceſſary. But how aft does it happei thi 

by asking too. much they obtain nothing 
When they will, Lind heavy: Re 
which Chriſt has nat bound, and lay thin 

on : Men's Shoulders ; if wy Can. * 
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i others bear only a Part, they are in- 


ſhared and tormented, i in Conſcience; 8 


the greater Number, in Deſpair, and un- 


able to diſtinguiſh, caſt, off all toge NET, 


the light Burden of Chriſt, as well as the 
Additions of human. Invention. Let us. 75 
therefore conſider attentively, what. it = 
e d us in theſe Wards, 
I be [thy Brother] treſpaſs againſt thee 
fron Times in @ Day, and ſeven Times in 6 
Day turn again to thee, Jaying, 1 n 5 
thu ſhalt forgive him. a; 
The Duty preſcribed is forgiving . tho 
that offend us, and that without Stint, as : 
has been already intimated in few Words: 
And as to the Generality. of our Obliga- 
tion in this Reſpect, towards all Men with 
whom we have to do, ſu tlx ex- 
preſz d by the Word Brother, it is well 
enough underſtood and allow'd 3 and it is 
yet more plain and confels'd, that, euer | 
Times in one Day muſt denote a R | 


tion of Forgiveneſs as frequent as there . 


en be of Offences. therefore, I will not 
ſpend any Time in aſſerting thoſe two 
ene of tho et 


and AE offer; d Go 8 to | fate th 
Duty itſelf: And, /aftly, 1 ſhall menti 
ſome Motives that may incite us to the 
Practice. 8 

Fin, then; The Conditic is; 1 4 
turn again to thee, ſaying, I repent"; ui 
in the Verſe before, if he repent. Fron 
which two Expreſſions we may cola 
this, as the Intention of the Text: Ou 
offending Brother is to be forgiven by u 
if ft he be ſorry for the Wrong done; 


and if, ſecondly, he let us underſtand þ 


much. Not but that our Charity obliga| 


us, (where we can with Hope of Suceeh 
to apply firſt to him, and endeayour 9 
bring him to this Senſe and Temper; 
which ſeems to have been the Rule even 
of the Old Law, Levit. xix. 17. E 
halt not hate thy Brother in thine Heart : 
Thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke, thy Neigh 
bour, and not ſuffer Sin upon bim; ar 
it is otherwiſe underſtood, that thou bear 
not Sin for biu. But our Lord's Com- 


mand is expreſs 3 * Brother ſol 
Ro 5 e 
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pet. axeink thee, go aud col im bis Saw, 
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Fault between thee and him alone-: If be, KN. 
/ bear tbee, thou taft gained thy. Bro- En 
e-, Mat. xviii. 15. And again, in tha 1 
in Words introducing my Text; If thy Bro- | 
ber treſpaſs againſt thee, rebuke bm. ;. « 


if be repent, forgive bim. But the Con- „ 
dition ſtill remains, and may be infiſted N 1 
Jon: If the Wrong doer would be forgi- 
ren, it is incumbent on bim firſt 

to repent, and _ſhew it. Even the Terms 
of the Lord's. Prayer, which bind For- 
ziveneſs on us ſo ſtrongly, do include this 
Condition : Forgive, us, as we forgive : 8 
For we ought to know well, that we have 
no Forgiveneſs by the Chriſtian Covenant 
without repenting of the Treſpaſſes for | 
which we alſo ask to be forgiven. 
Now there can be no reaſonable Quel- 
ton, but the Condition we ſpeak of con- 
tains ſomething real and ſubſtantial. In 
ay ſerious Affair, it is evidently. abſurd 
to give ſuch a Regulation as ſhall make it 
dependent on a Condition of no ſolid. Uſe 

or Value. Anda formal and falſe, or lu- 
dicrous Acknowledgement of an Injury, is 
nothing but a new Oye Tis true, the 
Word 
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11 a Ne oct nes i. You 
but e former Verke has it ablolute 1} 
3 ' repent : Therefore the ſaying is * 7 
Declaration of what is indeed meant, Ai 
that muſt de no leſs than the condetnining 
| | ef the Action paſt, and a Reſolution d 
:  Eofitraty Behaviour for the future. Thi 
= & I take to be very clear; but it may he fin 
= - pos'd as a Difficulty, how we; hall zg 
: % of the Sincerity of him that five he repents, 
To that, it ſeems, no other Anifwer cat 
be given, but that we muſt judge of it, x 
we do of every thing elſe that is out of 
Sight, by the Argiurtets of Probability 
that appear on either Side. "Pride, and 
Revenge, and Intereſt, to be ſure, are nd 
to be of our Counſel ; that the fame Im- 
partiality may take Place; as if we were w 
8 an Opinion for another, and had no 
n in the Matter of our own id ed 
fs. But here it may be ſaid, that Chari 
believeth all Things, and hoperh all Thingi- 
N evertheleſs, upon the leaſt Confideratioll 


it will be agreed, that thoſe Words canndt 
be extended to Things utterly incredibl 
and hopeleſs. Charity, which gives the 
greateſt Perfection to human "OY _ 0 


ifs not Men of th _ 
80 far otherwiſe, that Charity, 48 44 
w any Virtue, calls ſhe 75 1 ot 98 
Diſcretion ; and without it, does not, with . 
my Certainty, attain her . | 
rery liable to overthm bertel 
However, this Chee Charity's tes 
leving and hoping all "Things, will „ 
mine every good Man carefully to remove 
l Obſtacles to his judgifig with trite Equi- 
ty of the Profeſſion His Brother "rakes Kim 
to repent of the Injury he has done: A 
i the Caſe be doubtful,” will” 4ndline im 
to the favourable Side, und make hm 
thuſe to be cenſut d, upon che ent 
fr Weakneſs, Tang lan” Jnc ny 
titableneſs. $9 $2402 
But now” coities hs! Seat Die 
of all ; For tmethinks I hear your Chatity- 
bje&t : If we are bound to forgive him 


that wrongs 1 us upon His err only; x 


full Liberty 70 perde ths! Ways of Ehn 
9? And iv K colic that this ſhould de 
ilowed to the Followets of Jefus Chtiſt, 

HW ho, when 202 were Enemies, recontiled us 
2 Gh bis Death ? It is indeed impoſ- 
ſts | 1 
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Text, that there is a Difference homes 
Sat may he made, in a 8 j 
perſiſts; let us examine, hat . 
us to one more than to the other z why 
we are obliged to remit to both, and wha 
We are. in Freedom to proſecute; 
denitent. In order to this, We maß 
der che ſeveral Things, that Mon 
7 y pretend to upon ſuch.ashayedon 
them wrongs, and which they give up; al 
or Part, under the Name of Param The 
firſt of theſe. is Revenge; the. cn (a 
like Nene) the n Offices 1 = 
: 3 a Security * the future. Of U thel 
I ſhall; ſpeak; ſeverally, to ſet forth 
Duty or Liberty on each Head. 6⁰⁰ 
By the frfb,, Revenge, or (as it is tem 
ed ſometimes for better Diſtinction) να M h 
Revenge, I underſtand that which id prey” 
perly ſo called; the Hurt done an Ene 
to. gra atify our Reſentment of the Hur 


conceive he hach done us. For wh 1 
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goes Dy by the fame in com | n Speech Speech 
Thus, Rom. xiii. 24. the Apoftle Ss 
the Magiſtrate; He is a Rebenger to execite. 
Wrath m—_ ba AO. 80 Never 
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de prirate and publick Imtereſts aſks: 
Subject and himſelf. 89 che ſame Apoſtle, 
tells the Corintbianerna Ei K. 6. That bs. 
hu in Readineſs to rrvenge all Diſobee 

But we are ſure he Was enducc 7 

Pics, as would ar ltr him w me. 
if his own 4 Aiman Js: we pt 1956) | 
ont and Diſcipline of the Church and 5 
the Perſons puniſhed too] if pe 
Fu Diſtnaion is uſcfal-and neceſſary to 
* Purpoſes; amongſt the reſt, it wil 
keep us from a Fault.to common, | 
bing Men as guilty of ctiminat: and un 
chriſtian Revenge, who are not only * 
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fo to him at he bath done: to i N 
Fthder to the Man according b N 
Prov. xiv. 20 * the New. Teſlamen, 
our Lord's Corn: nand ents of: nas af 
Harter fo they exilude Reveags with 
I ater\Force., $o St Pun/dixectiy;aiieg 
nee to no Man Evil for Eugh: f 
And again, (Verſ. I 9.)! Dearly: 
venge not yous ſelves, but: ratben 
anto Wrath: Fpr. igt in urirtenr 
1 mine; T ui repay, ſaith 2 ; 
Nay, ſo far muſt we be from re e 
fing Evil for Evil „that it is. nf mal ; Jul 
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ding Lief others!" ——— "= 
kn Cafe, I tna möre pf Ag 
ver: may be gwen z meat Revenge 
not comprehended among the” Wings 20 
© forgiven ori Temieteck; bscauſt Wein 
med Milner of l e ber 
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than another, can reſcue our Neigl 

1 Suffering or Ruin, and that with 
any a 0 


ly A 7 
es Cul . Weée find 
that ſhew the Nature of this Kindneſs 


orbear 7 won 
we bim. bop bm uk; wid 
mol be hungry, give Jab: rad * 

md if be be thirſty; give b Water" tf 
inkl. Which is repeated by "St: Paul, 
Rom, xii. 20. And ſuch alſo is the EE 
unple of the good Samaritan's Behaviout 
to the Man- that lay in the Way /rift and 
wunded, in our Lord's Parable, Luke "x: 
Now the Neglect of theſe Duties proceed 


from the ſame Spirit that animates our 


Man, to bring Miſchief or Diſtreſs -ort | 
his Brother, and to break the Ties of Hu- 
manity in not preventing or relieving them 
when ſo much in his Power. This Car- 
tage therefore, may be well enough called 
NMgati ve Revenge; fince it flows from 
the fame Rancour, which we are no leſs 

forbidden © to gratify by Omi ſion than 

Commiſſion, - It is evident therefore, as 
R ſo likewiſe on this 5e. 


Q3 "0 „* 


A c Te RE nn nn, 


__ 


Revenge : For it is the Part of the ſame = 
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down, is at. all Lained — the 
ate .nat oblig'd to. greater, Len than. 


have yet expreſs'd:; If. it be not too le, 
to ſerve our Bnemies where ſpecial Qupar 


om art put into our Hands, and 
8 3 which our Burden is not e, 


ar d wich his Saflering is we paß 
indultriauüy to ek aut O G ii daing 


him good, and that at as. great an Le 

to our own Intereſt, as Advantage 10 his, 
Neither is this to he anſwered altogether 
the Negative ; but only, that wie unt an 
* to theſe en owards all ue 
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of their Neighbour. But in general, there | 


further ] 
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Quiet ; chete Charity . 


free from every corrupt Bak Rn 


by the Spirit of Chri 


dence will determine mow nw — | 
beſt ſerve. the Glory « of /God in thei 


can be no Diſpute but a Difference ſhould 

be made in conferting B efits, on the 
grateful or ungrateful, the juſt or injurious, 
our Friends or our Enemies. A contrary 
Method would be of no Service to Reli- 
gion or Morality, as common. Senſe per- 


ture preſcribe it to us. For notwithſtand- | 
ing the numerous  Exhortations in it to 


Love and Tenderneſs towards Enemies, 


we find this Difference there authoriſed. 
Of this my Text is 3 
ſtance, as appears on the firſt Conſidera- 
tion, and may 780 more diſtinctiy in the 

ndling. And that of St. Faul, 
| "Ts 1 Gal, 


the Honour of dae. or the ml: 5 


ſuades every Man: Neither does the Scrip- OY 


* % BSPECTALLY une 222 Un 
| "of the Houſehold of "Faith ; and much the 
þ urs he e e * 


would not nee offend ed Raabe 18 
"the Church, Let him be unto thee g 
Hutben Man and @ Publican, Mat. 
17 By this we ſec; it is not intended o 
'Beneficence ſhould flow eq ually upon tho 
who correſpond with us in a good and hi 
Demeanour, and upon | the vicious, unjuſt, 
and incorrigible. We are indeed pfef 
to Love, and de good to them thut Bat ws, 

by this Motive, That we may: be lle (ui. 
Uren 'of our Furber aubicb : in. Heaven: 
for he maketh' bis Sun to riſe on the u 
and on the Good, and - ſendeth- Rain wth 
Fuft and on the Unjuft, Mat. v. 4% "is 
But if we conſider attentively, this hiph 
Example, to which our Conformity 48+ 
quir'd, we ſhall find it furniſhes'no Ab 
gument to exclude a Difference in och 
dne the Good and tothe Bud? 
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nlich the Text requires to be emitted or | 
ven up to him only that repents of his 

ing wronged us. Two more remain, 

The Reparation of Damage already. ff. % 
in d, and Security againſt the Futi . 
oncerning which, the Reſolution will i 7 
tany Caſes be different: Bat for. bem 
10 ther Time is neceſſary, 1 Ukewiſe for 
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tc deny them the Indulgence * 
nts and deſires upon Occaſion, and. ta 
= they have the lame Title. and Ne- 
But if he enter into Co . 
| al judge others inaze, and more free 5 
J ently, 8 Are they nat allo x mag. 


ie muſt be N 2 Cound for | 
the Forgiving greater and frequenter Faults, 
For he cannot be clear that they are at all 
geater or more frequent than his * n, 
vith Proportion to each Ferſon 8 different 5 
bürties and Tempe. This Doctrine 
en is plainly a Branch of that 3 cat Rale, 8 
ing, whatſoever © Je won | Hat Pi | 
ud do to you, do ye..even ſo to chem 8 
That Rule aich! is the Law and the Pros 
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14 which | Do Man in. the World ever byed . 
4 þ auch, | in > Defiance of, as not to ap- 
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of all Authorities, of Reaſon and of K 
. binding us to forgive. our Bry 
ther that treſpaſſes ogainſt us, and ty 
Again to us, and thews' bis. R 
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this Duty are fignally great, f the Occil 
fions to practiſe it are to many Men ex 
tremely frequent.” We live in the Mit 
of Frailty and Preſumption, of poot N 
ptrhenſions, ſhort and weak Reaſoning 
joined in Company with high Confidene 
ſtrong Defires, and fierce Reſentment! 
And what can be the Fruits of all this 
but an almoſt - continual Offending, I 
making Satisfaction, and {if we will d 
our Duty) forgiving one another? But by 
fides the Real Occafions of ' forgiving, the 
may be a Multitude of Inſtances, wherl 
ſomething may be required of us und 
that Name and Pretence, or our 
Thoughts, may moleſt us with Scrupla 1 
in Matters upon "which the Law of 6 | 
has made no Determination. We h 
therefore great Cauſe to ſtudy well'l 
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u by Injury, 
Caſe then, (as no better ts hay) 
þ to be thrown'out of the Queſtion.” Chri- 
fan Charity puts us under 0 Rule | to 
quit our Claim to ſuch a one. 5 I 
Q0 returning indeed, 901! repenting; 9 * A 1 | 
thing but a e nduce | 
giving, 
Ver. I. 


petra, "(Wi 


vo p 

4 2 5 5 happens) of a eien | 
5 in Whole or in Part, to ma e Amed fe fi 
the Injury done; "thoug h he E other th 
wiſe willing, and Ulewile grie H 
Offence. In this Man we ſee un end C: 
our Charity, and to him we are "blig pr 
yi it to remit out Claim of R Paration e pr 

as far at leaſt, and as long, as his 1 lab Bu 
lity extends. And herein wie hall 10 fiſt 
low the great Example Pa ns to w BY 
the Parable, Marth. xviii. "whe the 1 Co 
of the Servant that had not 10 ſel 
His Supplication, was moved " cor 
paſſion, and Lee him, arid 1 oth 
the F i ür 
But. by, if we vary this Caſe a lie ma 
and ſay that the Man is able e | 
"make good the Damage, but not of | 
extreme Hardſhip, having not unnd f ther 
Injury to his own Ad vantage, and thai ma) 
de can much more eaſily bear th  t] 
"then the Solution is not ſo "plain; br 
much is true and evident, that in x Wiſe 
him we do well and charitably: Bur be. 
Queſtion i IS, Whether the Law of Chil they 
— * bind us to it. leaſt 
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that he muſt find it altogether at the 
Hands of the offended Pärty. To "His 
Conſideration, ' indeed, the Matter is firſt 
propoſed, and he will moſt clearly, and 
properly, and honourably, take the cle 
Burthen upon Himſelf. But if he ſhall in- 
iſt on Part of his Right, affording only 
ſome Relief, and leaving the reſt to the 
Confideration of others, as thinking him- 
elf at Liberty to exerciſe his Charity, ac- 
cording to Diſcretion, rather on ſome $ 
other Object; I dare not condemn him as 
drely guilty of the Breach of £4 com. 
mndment. 8 
Now I come to the third Point, to Wer 
of that Security, which Men may urge 
there is a Right to provide for, that they. 
may not hereafter ſuffer the like Injury, 
6 they have already, But this is not all; 
for they may ſay, they are concern'd like- 
wiſe for the Security of other good Peo- 
ple as well as their own. And hereupon 0 
they will conclude, that, in ſome Caſes at 
laſt, and in ſome Ways, they muſt be 
R 2 2 9g at 
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deter Offenders and evil-diſpoled. Perla 
from, thoſe Crimes, which their.Charaten 
"threaten us with. ; For in this Matter che 
_ confine. not their Th oughts to the) 
+that is actually guiley z but pr ole, by th 
Example of his Puniſhment, to, pn 
an Awe upon ſuch . f 
the Reſtraint of it. And thiz js:certal 
2 Ground that the Civil Laws in all Gas 
tries go upon: Which do not inſlict fn 
Severities upon Criminals, and even d 
prive them of Life, only for Fear: of thei 
doing again the like Mi f (for wit 
moſt of them there might be other MK 
thods taken to prevent that :) But the 
ceſſity of ' Exanple is their Marine ys 3/ank 
by that View it is, that they are end 
from Cryelty, while, by Rigour to a in 
they are, in Effect, merciful. to many, bet 
Good and Bad, keeping the one. many. 
nocent, and the other more ſafe. 
The firſt Plea, for private deen ber 
6 our Danger is clear by coſtly Expc 
cannot be in general rejected. 
: and Seli-defence are not — 
"Char 
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both not. Bat ry 1 1 
charity may, and bf eek his n, 
but not his own, only ; ; but not ſeck 4 
own, to the unjuſt Prejudice or unch i- Ki 
uble Neglect of the Intereſts of 5 

The ſecond Plea! is yet leſs to be — 1 
el, which urges the N eceſſity and Uſe- 
fulnefs of making proper Examples to 
maintain the publick Peace, and ſtrengthen ; 
the Guard of every good N eighbour _— 
Fraud and Violence. And it may be true 
(nor is there Reaſon to doubt, but it is 
often in Fact true) that Men purſue 'Of- 
fenders at their own con ſiderable Coſt, 5 
and Labour, and Hazard, not ſo much 
for their particular Benefit or Safety, as 
for that of the Country in general. This 3 
will be faid to be the Province of Ma- _ 
viſtrates and Governors; and it is (emi- 3 
nently) ſo, and a very honourable one: 
But private Men. cannot be excluded» 
where the Laws admit and encourage 
them ; eſpecially ſince it is evident, that 
without their Activity the Magiſtrate _—_ 5 
fall very ſhort in the ä of this | 
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sau. Buſineſz And though Men * al ncht 
X. ſtian Tempers may cover their Malice, or 
ry Cruelty, or other wicked End, with the 
fame Pretence; yet, where it is true, and 
the Means al can be juſtified, it - muſt be 
a a baſe Tnjuſtice to cenſure for Uncharits. 
ble, an Action that is plainly deu 
rited, beneficent, and a common 
tian. Farther till; to firengt gthen the 
Reaſonableneſs of ach Proceedings, it 
may be alledged, that with reſpect: to the 
Offender himſelf, a real Charity is aimed 
at (if he be not incapable of the Beneft) 
by taking the Courſe to reform him by 
due Severity; which Experience ſhews to 
be, with too many, moſt effectual. But 
all theſe Reaſonings muſt be admitted on- 
ly with proper Caution: For no End i 
good enough to be ſought by unlawfil 
Means. Nor to obtain the otherwile juſt, 
and ſerviceable, and generous Purpoſe 
that have been ſet forth, can it ever be- 
come lawful to puniſh that Man whom 
God hath commanded us to diſchargeun- 
puniſh'd. The Buſineſs therefore non 
before us is to conſider, in what Caſes we 
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Law, to viel up our Concer: 

own or others y onal NOT and in 
what we are at Liberty to d for i 11 at 
the Expence of the Offender. TO 


Jo begin; you know I was eyen now. 


putting many Caſes about Men's repent- : 


ing, or not; and ſatisfying for the Injuſtice 


committed, or not. One or two I then 0 
omitted, reſerving them for this Place : As, 5 
frf, where the Party 1 is unable indeed, but | 


then ſhews himſelf no leſs unwilling 


make Satisfaction ; ; but ſets us and our 8 


We have therefore before us a Man that 
has been unjuſt, and intends to be ſo: 


| Complaint of Wrong at utter Defiance. 


What we have loſt by him. is not reco- 


rerable ; but there are Ways, by the Laws 
of our Countes,, to-lay ſome Chaſtiſement 
upon him, ſuch as may prevent, in Pro- 
bability, farther Suffering to ourſelves or 


others. Does the Divine Law forbid ĩt 2 
durely, if all Revenge in the Spirit, all 


Unmercifulneſs in the Degree of puniſh- 
ing, be excluded, it does not. Nor can 


ve be charged with rendering Evil Fir 
Evil; when we are doing Good in our 
whole View, not to ourſelves only, but 


ang Good to our Neighbours alſo, and 
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tated, we maſt fay, that in all Oe 
Where we have Reaſon given us 10 be 
lieve our offending Brother ſenſible of tis 
Offence, and find him ready to make 
Reparation, (and that Readineſs; ik the 
Power be not wanting, ever accompanit 
that Senſe) and likewiſe where there h 
| Diſpoſition” to make Reparation and: "the 
Power. only is wanting; in thefe "Oc 
flons we muſt ſay, an Obligation Hes ppc 
us to let the Gffender go free from any 
Puniſhment we might otherwiſe lay hit 
under with regard to Example, or ay 
Pretence of Security for the Future. I 


appears to be within the Benefit of tht 


from e ws muſt all beg Forgivetiek | 
has commanded | us to forgive him. 
meddle not here Fith rg Duty of the] 
publick Magiſtrate, ' who i in the known 
Caſe of Murder, and it may "be allo in 
ſome extraordinary Conjurtarey; where 
the common Safety is eminently concem's 
£ has . Rules and Conſiderations to 905 
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lead of Reparation. It is this; A Man 
hy offers to anſwer the Damag we have ſuf- 
2 WY fer'd from him, but ſhews no tolerable Evis 
(ce that he repents of the Fault. And this 
ny Suppoſition may well be made: for Repa - 
non does not certainly infer Repentance, 
bot may proceed from other Motives ; al- 
W though Repentance does certainly iner 
he Reparation, or at leaſt the Will to make 
je Wit. Such a Tender of Satisfaction no Man 
b bound to accept, but has a Liberty of 
"TH Diſcretion to exact other Penalties a- 
ereable to Law and Equity. For Neligi- 
Mon interpoſes not; and Reaſon makes a 
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phin Difference berweals the penitent and 
impenitent with reſpect to future Security; 
ince the Fear of farther Injury from the 
weer remains, which From. my former is 
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But a great Difficulty, 2 e 


mon one there is, incident to theſe Conf. 


derations; namely, to judge of the dine. 
rity of a Man's Repentance, (but of 


ſomething has been already aids). ad 


what is to be done, where we Femain 
doubtful. However, ſtrict Reaſon. wil 


anſwer, that fince Repentance is a Ground 


and Condition, without which I am not 
in this reſpect, bound to forgive; Tuär 
Repentance ought to appear to. me befor 
I can be bound to forgive. But then i 
lies upon me to take Care, that it be not 
through my Fault, that it appears not, 
where it really is. If I ſuffer, myſelf w 
be blinded by Malignity and Jealouſy; 


the Offence I commit under that Blindnels 


will be much the ſame, as if 1 did it with 


my Eyes open, It will therefore be our: 


Safety to incline in theſe Caſes to the fi 


vourable Side ; and accordingly, a Man, 
| whole Soul is olf with the Lee 
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htents of this Security againſt future „ 
aries, and of the Circumſtances under 
which it may be inſiſted on; it remains 
to ay ſomething of the Ways by which 
it is procur'd. They are known to be, 
moving from Truſt, reſtraining of Li- 


Wherty, pecuriary or corporal Puniſhments, 


nd laſtly Capital, Of theſe, I ſee no 
doubt that can be reaſonably moved con- 
cerning the firſt; except only, Whether 
it be in Propriety of judging and ſpeak- 
ing any Puniſhment. The placing our 
Confidence and Truſt in any Man appears 
to be a Matter of our free Choice; and 
which we may therefore remove and tranſ- 
er to another at Diſcretion, even without 
ay Offence given. And if ſo; the Con- 
inuation of it is not comprehended under 
Forgiveneſs, And this I ſay, only to 
check the Cenſoriouſneſs of ſome Men, 
Who taking little Care of Juſtice themſelves, 
4e * 4 forward at all Adventures 
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Bot ie muſt be ackas w dg that We 


the putting from our Truſt "have not the 
Nature of Puniſhment, yet has i it the Tf, 
fect, and that in ſome Caſes : x very ſevere 
one: For which Reaſon, the Matter | 
to de conſider'd with a juſt Tendernel 
But where a Man is perſuaded, that con. 
tinding his Affairs in fach a Hand is el 
pefing them to Ruin, who can fay, ten 
| bound to do it; to ſhut his Eyes, and : 
nounee his Prudence and his. Ittereſt ? 
| b.. the other four Methods of po. 
niſhing or difabling Men, by Fines, & 
Impriſonment, and by their corporal g 
capital Suffering, there lies one generd 
Objection of our Lord's Command, wt i 
ref Evil. But the Intent and Scope 
that Command is only to prohibit, 7 
all Revenge; and, ſecondly, as much s 
poſſible, Contention and Quitrrels”; 1 
order to this, it obliges us to bear Injur 
where-ever our Chriſtian Prudence tell 
aus, that by ſuch Meekneſs and Patience 
Peace and Quictnefs, and Charity, wil 
probably be promoted. But it oblige 
not, to bear them at all Times, and fron 
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to alledge the Condition our Lord: himſelf 


wh akin away W of Offenders, | 
4 inconſiſtent with Charity; and utterly 
unlawful to Chriſtian Men.:.;Herein/they | 
condemn the Judgment and — of 
il Nations and Ages. of Chriſtianity. But 


theſe Men are not moy'd by that Qond- 


deration, But ſurely they muſt. bythe 
Authority of St. Paul, ho ye, Nom · 
xii, 4.—1f thou do that ubicb is evil, be 
afraid ; for he beareth LEY the”. - Sword: 


Revenger to execute Wrath: pon in . 

4b Evil. For theſs Words contain a 

manifeſt Approbation of the Magiſtrates 

exerciſing his Power 1 in cutting off C = 
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tions: For that is to ſay, the 
3 but all Men are bound, ind | 
01 Sin, to render it impracticable- 
Now I have gone through whatT ff 
poſed upon the three Points of N 
Neparation, and Security; I have % on 
Thing to remark, which is, that I He 
along treated of ſolid Injuries, ſuch as p 
.ceed from an unjuſt Mind and meien 
Intentions; and therefore muſt defire n 
De: » ſince theſe are to be'forvive 
to the Penitent, how much more  theſig 
ones of Indiſoretion and Inadvertencyoupii 
to be paſſed over; and how grievas 
Crime it muſt be, how ſcadalous 0 . x 
s ian Name, that eee 
Goda, ſettled | Hatreds, and trag 
chiefs, often. ariſe - amongſt: us From. fu 
trivial Occaſions,. ©. 4 ale 
Wbat ſtill remains, is to 1 before 0 
the powerful Motives we have to the 
tice of Forgiveneſs ; mw hs I my 
now be very brief, - 1/1, 
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has been ſo ſtated as to | patby-the com N 
mon Objections, which ariſe from miſ- 
nderſtanding the Natute and Extent K 
it. if it has been emed 0 be 2 
Means inconſiſtent with the neceſſary 
Maintenance of Mens Juſt Rights, "and 
their private and K 85 to 
erclude only Pride and Covetouſneſs, dt 
Choler and Cruelty. For the Conſequence = 
prefſes home; the more eaſy and re 
ble the Duty, the more nn 
Tranſgreſſin. 

But the * Niete a alen Re- 
lzion, the Religion of Chriſtians ; and as 
ſuch, the great Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt 
i the Means of our Reconcilement to God, 
offended by our Violations of his Law. 
Upon this Head, Mankind was before un- 
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der great Diſtreſs of Mind for Want of a 


particular Foundation and "declar'd C Oer 
tainty. But all this good Hope and Con- 
lolation, the bleſſed Reconcilement itſelf, 
and every Privilege that reſults from it, 
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one particularly, „„ 4 
Laſiy, By the ſame Title we. claim 1 
be Heirs of eternal Life: But we incur a 
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mercifulneſs : Me know that we have paſ- 
ed from Death unto Life, becaiſe we 
Ine the Brethren : He that loveth not his 
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ſhould know it. For he taugbt | 252 
ples, and ſaid unto them, the Son of Ma 
is delivered - unto" the Hands" 
they hall kill bim; and. ge. At 
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is Kin gdom: f any Man ' defire to be 

rf, the ſame ſhall belt of all, and Ser- 

unt of all. And proceeds by Action alſo 

bo point out, no leſs ſurprizingly, the — 

wurites he would owii among his Subjects, 

com they, and all, muſt value and re- 

he to whom, if they paid Regard and 

ice, he would interpret and reward it 

dane to himſelf, and avenge the con- 
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and frequently an Offence,) appears to men 
have — — on certain aM 
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foreſeen ; and laſtly, to . 2 ap 
in common Life, to expreſs any 
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or turn'd out of their Way and Cour 
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attended with Hazard and Miſchief. Ale. 
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t may be one Day will. Thus, you know, 
the Jews were offended at our Lor 8. Pa- 
rentage, and mean Cifcumſtances; and 
fterwards at his Croſs. Thus the be. 
ale were offended at his rebuking their 
iſe Doctrines and Hypocriſy, (St. Matth. 
N. 12.) For Men may act a part ſo long 
ud warmly, as to grow into Earneſt, 
ad deceive themſelves the better to deceive 
athers. And upon his myſterious Preach- 
ng in the-6th of St. Jahn, his Diſciples : 
i vere offended, many of them to that De- 
ere as to turn back and forſake him, 
fo though the N ay, the Truth, and the | 
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Sorts of Men, and by what Kind of ae 
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that the Danger may be ſeen more plainh, 

and avoided more eaſily: / And ef d 
there i is more Need, than at firſt Sight 


would imagine. For who ſo likely: mad 


fend the Little ones, as the Great? Wi 
Example and Authority ſo powerful to 
turn aſide the Weak: and Ignorant, 48 that 
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dren, leſt their. real Deſects and preſum d 
bufficiency, prove a Snare to the Publick, 
ad a double Ruin to themſelves. But all 
Perſons, (I proceed to. infer from what 1 
kid juſt before) Who are pladed in the 


adrantageous Diſtinetion in it, 5 what 
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es in general, and likewiſe of the 
Wes of the Offenders, 'T queſtion = 2 


Sa but a 3 you. . dy diſcern ; 
XI, particular alſo, to a good Degree. 
Gs "and in what various Manner it ®, 0 ty 
Men, in the Face of the e 
Lues, do offend, hinder, or ruin; 


full in 1 important A , Matter, we.m 
furvey the Kinds of Behaviour, S 
ral. Doings and Omiſſions that's are e 
able with this n 

id begin, jth the moſt direkt ws 


can 7 — are Purple drum i 
Sin; whether by Hope, or Fear, @ 
repreſentation of the Fact, or Klang 
my own, or Approbation of others; a 
Thing done, or ſignified, or let alone, t 
1 believe effectual to that eue 
ordinary Incitements to this Wicke 
(as one Sin is fruitful fill | to the Prod 
tion of another) are. Luſt, Coveta uſnel 
inordinate Ambition, . Revenge, and ſom 
times baſe Fear; and the Orig Im 
not doubt to eh is more defem 
and abominable than the Parents t hen 


ſelves... e of theſe, We can gi 
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tice; and goddf People are” gel. yr wy 
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Men uh into in Gul of a! oying 
their Brethred, ' which I am aſhamed 68 
ume, but, in plain Terms, is nothing 
de but Diverfion.”! They find it a gay 
I Thing, it "ſeems, full of Entertainment 
and Triumph, particularly in Caſecs of 
Exceſs, to inſnare the Innocent, and over- — 
come their Modeſty and Fear; Which of.. 
ten ends in hardening and "eſtabliſhing — j 
them, at length, in their on Society and 
Praftices, and, it may be, much -worſe: 
Thus' Fools male Mock: of. Sin in others 
s well as themſelves; (and though 1 am 
[th to ſay it) there are of our wiſe Men 
ometimes in the Number. But ſhould 1 
offer any Advice to ſuch. People? „„ 
hat Hope t that run upon ſuch a Sen- 5 
tence upon ſo frivolous a Temptation. 5 

I come nnen; to che ſecond Sort; 
which is the open Commiſſion of Sins, 
though without any Abbadia Thougnt I 
or Pater of n Evil to others 7 
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intending to burn —— Ps der 
nor yet caring for the whole Town: Bit 
if no Chance or Wind caſt it uin om 
buſible Matter; does that e the 
Ador? No more does it in this Aſhumt 
(er indeed in the former, if the Tang 
be diſappointed) though no weakening iff 
Faith or - depraving of Manners g 
Tua r cannot leflen the Fault vf Mig d 
bad no Regard to either, and which 
fiſts in the Want of that very Nen 
and muſt be judged by him, who mt 
not the Evidence of Facts to make known 
and condemn the Guiltineſßs of the n 
Some good Providence turn'd pry. vn MM 
into the Air, or it met with the anni 
and ſtrong Chriſtian ; but it n 
dan the Wek. The Poyſon was ;daidiaiki 
the Way of Children, though not fount | 
por "So when? ; N 
ter d hirmſelf to our Ldgd;- ale 
Bos hr = of his Sufferings, "thought 
Advice and 1 1 7 
poltibly hurt n who w er 
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vo read, St. Matth. xvi. 23. But be turned 
nd faid unto Peter, Ger tee bebind' mes 
Suton ; thou art an Offence unto me: F 
bar ſevoureft not the Things that be of 
Gul, but theſe that be of Men. Here it is 
w be added, that it alters not much the 
ds niche, fey po Sp 
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uud, before 1 leave this Article, I would ask, 
What is the Inducement to theſe publick % 


E 


ke charaQeriſticl Diſtinchom ef ihe qui 
yoſthis Age? To what do we owe them? 
* many Occaſions the Trouble of con 
aling would not be great, and largely 
xompenſed to moſt Men, without taking 
a Religious Confideration, | 'I ſee no- 


buns for Men bat os ; 
rr to make overy 
ne, and the Repentance, or the Mi-. 
q at leaſt two-fold ! But if they will 
y theſe Sins are little ones lt it be 5 
| ä Why 
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cious; the Example without Shoe” 
brd, and der repued ing g 
ere to be none at all. 
Diraly, Though 1 be * wy 
done: otherwiſe forbidden, and no olber 
Commandment neglected; and cheugkh y 


have no Purpoſe of tempting ot d 2 *" 
ing any Creature to ſin; yet 57. * do 
that Miſchief very. effectually, and be juſ of 
ly-. anſwerable for it. This ariles f Fee 


Time and Place, and every Faſblon'al 
Crcumſtance of Action; and from th 
ions that others have, in Proporti 
to which they judge of our Proceeding 
Their Miſconſtruction of them ig idee! 
the Cauſe of this Evil, and no Mans WM. 
rineſs is ſufficient always to eſcape/that! 
nor can Juſtice make us accountable, i 
large, for other Mens Errots on k- Fo 
of how bad Conſequence ſoever. But hi 
| very confiſtent with Juſtice, an 
Goodneſs too which indulges a K ah ay 
Liberty of Action, that we thould'beboon 
mutually to regard one another's Beef 
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Things, as we foreſee, with little or none, ; - | 
* very diſpropor N Advantage a 
| qurſel ves, will 0 , n great. Miſchief to 
our Neighbour : "Through his Miſtake, . 
indeed ; but an innocent Miſtake, but a 
Miſtake - morally certain to be made, and 1 
which we cannot, for that Time, by. 3 M EY 
pradticable Way, prevent. „ 
An Example will beſt ſhew the Ras 8 
o this :. Such a one ye have at large in the / 
nith Chapter of the Firſt Epiſtle to the- | 
(rintbians, many of the Chriſtians newly 
converted from Paganiſm in Corinth, , appre-. . — 
ended, that they could not by any Means 
patake of Meats that had been facrificed 
o 1dols, without honouring the Idol there- 
by. A few of greater Reach ſecing that 
Inference not to be neceſlary, and that 4 
they might be eaten as common Things, 3 
at of them openly, and ſcorn the We . 
nance of the reſt, What follows? Why 
mers of the former Sort, by their . EK. 
ample, whom they thought wiſer than 
themſelves, do ſo too, though ſtill be- 
leving the Action could not be ſeparated 3 
tom paying Honour to the Idol. And ſo 
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think that dolatry was con tt. 
"ow Chriſtianity, Now in "theſe g 
fions, the ill e Feat e ye ſoe, f maj K 
as great as in either of the former Kinds, 
-and the Miſleading takes Place rather more 
ſurely: For PU Wickedneſs is 050 
cCounſel'd or countenanced, we, ate da 
rally upon our Guard; hich fails ws in 
theſe oblique R Ve 
Here is indeed Exerciſe for the 4 preateſ 
"Prudence and la reeſt Knowledge of 4 
kind ; and hoe that are well. fror'd, n. 
are really defirous in this Reſpect to becom 
the Servants of all, may yet by: Tnadre 
tency, or Ignorance of the Cale, or; meal 
Defect of Judgm. ent, give Scandal, } 
then their Conſcience juſtifies. them; 't 
no more than an innocent Msg. 
__ Int Men have the good Intention Bi 
awake and ready, add exert” the Vade 
' ſtanding God has given them as c 
in this as in other Mate : 1 chembu 
work themſelves, into a Habit, . as wat 
and watchful in this Cauſe of God E ke 
We: „ as they e ſhew in all Con 
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Thing, why the sending theſe little | 
ones may be equal d with the preateſt and 
moſt provoking Enormities And here 1 
night inſiſt on divers Arguments darticu⸗- 
lly with relation to Children; leſt aß 
ſhould deſpiſe them; as their Innocenccecegec 
o Deed and Purpoſe, and uncotruftt 
Readineſs and Capacity for all Good, ta- 
kn up with no Prejudice, nor ſwerving 
ith any Byaſs ; which has ever recom- 
mended them to the Pity and Protection 
« all endu'd with the leaſt EA's 
ad from which, if theſe Scanda pre- 
rent not, we are chiefly to hope for an 
Age of more Virtue and Chriſtianity bot 
would add, „ 
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Life and: his Death. He took the' Form 
Servant; came not to be miniftred, un 


and the Noble, as the whole Mak of his 
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| Ded by "whoſoever would enter im. 


the Kingdom of Heaven ; that Hot 


Time requires, I muſt content mn ff 


me the capital one: That is, that there 


holy Religion, the whole Frame and Spit 
of it, than this offending the little ones 
interrupting their Race, and hindering 
their Salvation. And as his Law is fiil 


oppoſite to that, than the Reverſe of his 


zut to minister x And thoſe Labours and! 
that Condeſcenſion had not for their Ob- 
ject ſo much the Wiſe Men, the "Moghty, 


of that Number, ro we | 

Note of his being 
the Poor bad the Goſpel preached u unto them. 
Therefore St. Paul, after ſaying that he 


nn Profit, but the Profit of many, that they 


read (not ſo well ſeparated, I think) in the 


if me, even as I alſo am "of Chrift. 
how forcible is that Admonition of Sie 
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Meat, for whom Chrift died: Never any 
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i; Goodneſs of God, and the Uncharitable- 
bes of Man! The End of the Command. 


Care one for another, and the greateſt, if 
Need be, of thoſe Members which ſeem to 
le more feeble, or leſs honourable. The Ef- 
ts of this Charity are ſtrictly required 
in all * N eceſſities of our Neigh- 


che true Neft, Thit 


plaſed"all Men in all: Things, not eb bis 
might be ſaved, 1 Cor. x. 33, adds, what we 


it of the next Chapter, Be ye — 


mother Place, Deſtroy not bim with h : . 


Thing exceeded this Exprefſion of the 


ment is, you know, Charity; whereby we 
continue Members of the One Body of 
dur Lord, and are obliged to have the ſame . 


bour. 


least for the 


s Angels, : For I , an. bus 
177% and. RE Copa 20. - Meat 200m 
I 3 2 cook mae nat. in: Nuke 
2 Je elbe bed me not : Sick, and in Prij, 
| e ted me. nor. And 10 ol that 
FX In as much os 7e didit þ not in un 
6 of. the leaſt of theſe, ye did it nut io me, 
And do. we not diſcern Ground equal at 
Sharpneſs in my Text, and 
oblerye the extreameſt Breach of Chain 
wn the Sin there threatened? In the fk 
Inſtance, Men have been ill Stewards g 
the Goods of this World, in the latter of 
the more precious Talents of the Mind 
and ſpiritual Endowments : In ons the 
Body is negledted ; in the other the Soul 
deſtroy d. And it muſt be faid, that here 
in wicked and proud Men are ſo far fon 
| the Duty of Chriſtians, that they im 
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